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General 





Mr. Herbert Hoover is a former President of 
the United States. As such he deserves a re- 
spectful hearing when he speaks on questions 
of public interest. But as Private Citizen 
Hoover he is subject to the laws of the land 
governing the behavior of all other citizens who 
undertake to meddle in matters affecting vitally 
the life of this nation and closely related to the 
eonduct ofj its foreign affairs. 

No one will question the statement that any- 
thing undertaken by a private citizen, alone or 
in concert with others, in matters affecting de- 
velopments in the European war and its repur- 
cussions upon American interests relates di- 
rectly to the business of the Department of 
State. 

Under the Logan Act, citizens are forbidden 
to enter into negotiations or discussions with 
foreign governments without approval of the 
department. This law is wisely designed to pre- 
vent citizens from embarrassing the government 
and interfering with the conduct of the nation’s 
foreign affairs which, under the Constitution, is 
vested in the President of the United States. 

Mr. Hoover has violated this law by entering 
without permission into negotiations with Great 
Britain and Germany having as their object an 
agreement under which the European Food Dis- 
tribution Commission, a private enterprise of 
which Mr. Hoover is the head, would -feed the 
populations of the Netherlands, Belgium, Poland 
and Norway, countries raped and occupied by 
Nazi troops. 

The scheme is presented as a philanthropic, 
humanitarian enterprise. 18,000,000 human be- 
ings will perish of hunger, we are told, unless 
Mr. Hoover, who is by no means out of politics, 
is permitted to bring them food. Pressure is 
being exerted upon the British Government to 
relax the blockade, its most potent weapon 
against Nazi Germany, to permit Mr. Hoover 
to carry out his self-appointed task. Attempts 
are made to put Great Britain on the spot by 








These British ‘soldiers, guarding their homes and freedom, will fight ii in vain if Hoover's s 
plan succeeds. 


the assertion that she cannot refuse to permit 
the feeding of starving women and babies. 

German propagandists have quickly seized 
upon the cry with the contention that it is not 
Hitler’s duty to feed the populations of the 
occupied countries. 

According to Hitler, Britain and the United 
States, whose common destruction he seeks, are 
responsible for the feeding of the countries 
overrun by German armies. Mr. Hoover seems 
to agree with him. 

We are glad to note that Britain has lost no 
time in stating her position. We fully concur in 
the British view that even though the proposed 
food relief was devoted exclusively for aid to 
the invaded peoples, such help would serve only 
to bolster Germany s war efforts by relieving 
her of the task of feeding these millions dur- 
ing the coming winter. 

The British also maintain—and rightly—that 
any privations such as may develop on the 
continent this winter could be remedied easily 


if Germany desired to tackle the problem of the 
distribution of available European reserves. 

The imminence of famine in Europe is being 
highly exaggerated, the British contend, and 
even if this be true, the shortage could be made 
up by distribution of German food reserves. Let 
Hitler share them with his victims! 

A very good way of solving the problem 
would be the evacuation of the occupied terri- 
tories by the Germans. Instead, the Germans 
want others to feed the peoples of these areas, 
so that they can concentrate undisturbed upon 
winning the war. Mr. Hoover is anxious to help 
them. 

His own personal representative in Berlin, 
Mr. John Hartigan, head of the Commission for 
Polish Relief, declared in a radio address from 
the German capital last Saturday that there was 
no immediate prospect of famine in France and 
Belgium, and that conditions in those countries 
would depend upon the harvest. 

But even if the prospect of famine in all 


Hoover Food-to- Europe Plan Is Military Aid to Reich 


occupied territories were imminent, we would 
still have to consider the following incontro- 
vertible facts, which German propaganda seeks 
to obscure with Mr. Hoover’s assistance: 

1—Under international law, the military occu- 
pant of a country is obliged to insure order and 
safety in that country. The duty of feeding the 
peoples of the occupied lands falls, therefore, 
exclusively upon Hitler. 

2—Hitler has repeatedly boasted of Germany’s 
ample food reserves. There is no doubt these 
reserves will suffice for quite some time. Food 
materials and supplies are important elements 
in the manufacture of munitions. Fats are es- 
sential ingredients. Any food supplies sent to 
occupied territories will, therefore, be of direct 
or indirect assistance to Hitler. If the Germans 
do not seize them, they will still have the ad- 
vantage of being able to conserve more effect- 
ively their own supplies. 

3—Hitler is seeking to utilize the industrial 
plants of the occupied countries for the manu- 
facture of airplanes, guns and munitions for the 
Nazi war machine. With Mr. Hoover’s blessing 
and cooperation, he now demands that the Amer- 
ican people, who are next on his list after the 
British scheduled for conquest, shall feed his 
slaves in the occupied territories. 

With this granted, he would then proceed 
more effectively in his efforts to starve the Brit- 
ish by destruction from the air and blockade by 
sea. 

This is the most brazen demand yet put for- 
ward by this arch-enemy of mankind. 

It is appalling to think that Americans, 
headed by a former occupant of the White 
House, would lend themselves to such a scheme. 

Let Hitler himself feed his victims! Or let 
him evacuate their countries! Neither he nor 
Mr. Hoover should expect the American people 
to help him prosecute his aggressions, present 
and future. 

Wa hope the government at Washington will 

(Continued on Page Six) 





CIO Names Only 


Communists to 
Political Council 


A C.1.0. Non-Partisan Political Activities 
Committee, composed entirely of Communist 
union leaders, was created in New York City 
this week by the recently organized local C.I.0. 
council. This marked the abandonment in this 
state of the almost forgotten Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League originally set up by John 
Lewis, Sidney Hillman and Senator Berry. 

The new committee includes Arthur Osman, 
president of the United Wholesale and Ware- 
house Employees Union, an organization which 
in recent months has been dragged out of ob- 
scurity by the Communist publicity machine, 
because of its strategic hold on workers the 
Comintern has ordered Harry Bridges to incor- 
porate in his Maritime Federation. When 
Bridges came east late last spring Osman was 
called in to aid in raiding the anti-Communist 
United Retail and Wholesale Employees of 
America, which is led by Samuel Wolchok. 
Since that time Osman has been put through 
the typical Stalinite buildup apparatus here, 
until even he begins to believe himself influ- 
ential in labor cricles. The appointment to 
the Political Activities Committee is as much 
part of the build Osman process as is the 
Communist direction of his riot-inciting picket- 
ing in Lower Manhattan and his speaking at 
“peace mobilization” meetings. Osman’s union 
has 6,000 members, less than a small local in 
the I.L.G.W.U. 

In addition to Quill and Osman, there is 
Frederick “Blackie’’ Myers, Communist party 
whip in the National Maritime Union. Myers 
has handled everything for the C.P. from col- 
lective security to peace. Another C.1.0. com- 
mittee politico is Julius Emspak, who has been 
fought in the New Jersey and New York trade 
vnion movement as a Stalinite. He is the 
commissar in charge of keeping C.P. matters 
in the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers, over which James Carey supposedly 
presides. In his spare time Emspak serves as 
secretary-treasurer. 

Abram Flaxer, another committeeman, was 
an unknown social worker when the Communist 
party began looking about for someone to build 
into the head of a government employees union. 
Because he had all qualities for being grateful 
for having been boomed into office, Flaxer as 
president of the State County and Municipal 
Workers Union has kept his organization con- 
sistently on the C.P. line during the collective 
security and post-Nazi-pact periods. 

And then there is John Ryan, who owes his 
job to similar Stalinite control of the American 
Newspaper Guild. Ryan is an organizer for 
the New York Guild. He is the typical political 
axe wielder. During the fight between the 
Progressives and the Communists in the Guild 
he engaged in character assassination of the 
most vituperative sort. His political line has 
been consistently that of the Communist Party’s. 

There can be little doubt that the committee 
will serve as part of the Communist anti- 
Roosevelt campaign. This further justifies the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ refusal to join 
the supposed “industrial union” council which 
John Lewis permitted his New York Stalinites 
to organize in the name of the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, 
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Courtesy of Justice 


Generoso Pope’s 
Dailies Malign 
Pro-U. S. Italians 


Ex-President Hoover and Colonel Lindbergh, 
who insist that the United States must get 
ready to “co-operate” with Hitler in a new set- 
tlement of world affairs, we taking the lead in 
this part of the globe and giving Nazi Germany 
a free hand in Europe, is being ably supported 
by Generoso Pope, owner of the Progresso Italo- 
Americano. On July 20, that paper solemnly 
“warned” England to accept Hitler’s terms be- 
fore it is too late, and nine days later _ called 
upon the United States government to “begin to 
exchange views with the totalitarian states with 
a view to ascertaining if there is room in the 
world for both theories of government.’ 

Mr. Pope's 1 
almost exclusively 
of our population- 


is not wa 


paper, which is of course read 
ly by the Italian-born element 
some observers think, 
tched as close it might be by those 
charged the duty of checking on Fifth Column 
activities—is putting teeth into its criticism of 
the Roos sevelt -Hull policies by abusive personal 
ittacks upon Lieutenant-Governor Poletti, Jus- 
tice Ferdinand Pecora, Justice Felix Benvenga, 
Mavor LaGuardia, and 
upon Luigi ni, head of the Italian Dress 
Makers, Local 89 of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Uni m, and other loyal Amer- 
ican progressives of Italian extraction. Where- 


against 





with especial virulence 











campalg 





ever practic: 
men is given a dirty anti-Sen 


who have no Jewish blood in their 











is the case with most 
sented as associates 


These “men of Italian origir 





and citizer 
s of whom consider 
his a pretty good country to 
ive in and are proud of the 


Mussolini 


honors won and services rendered on the polit- 
(Continued on Page Seven) 





Soviet Forts Near Alaska Aid 
Axis Encircle United States 


By MALCOLM HASTINGS 
The Government of the United States is embarked upon a vast defense program 
for the protection of the Western Hemisphere against aggression. 


This defense program is both military 


build an adequate army, navy, and air 
ments with all the American republics 


and political. While we are striving to 
force, we have also entered into agree- 
covering ways and means of economic, 


political, and military cooperation affecting the interests and security of North 


and South America. 


That was the meaning of the Havana Conference. 


An essential objective of our program is defense against the activities of the 


Fifth Column at home and in Latin America. 

We observe, however, that the totalitarian 
powers entering into the minds of those respon- 
sible for the execution of our defense plans are 
Germany, Italy, and Japan. Soviet Russia, the 
other Axis partner, is almost completely left out 
of the calculations. 

More than that: there seems to be a tendency 
in Washington to believe that Soviet Russia may 
yet be enlisted on the side of the United States 
in the Far East. This tendency is parallel to the 
illusions of those in Great Britain who still hope 
that Stalin can be detached from his ally Hitler. 

Molotov’s speech of July 31 before the Su- 
preme Soviet will, we hope, serve to sober up 
the illusionists both in Washington and in Lon- 
don. He stated clearly that the U.S.S.R. and 
Nazi Germany are bound indissolubly in their 
common war of aggression, that those who hope 
to dissolve their alliance are making themselves 
ridiculous, and that Moscow 
is seeking and will continue 
to seek a similar working ar- 
rangement with Tokyo and 
Rome, 

As for the United States, 
Molotov said: 

“There are certain people 
in the United States who are 
not pleased with the suc- 
cesses of Soviet foreign pol- 
icy. But we are not worried. 
We can get along without the help of these 
displeased gentlemen. 

Molotov deserves a vote of thanks for his 
frankness from all those who have consistently 
maintained that Soviet Russia is no less the 
enemy of the United States and all other 
democratic nations than are Germany, Italy, 
and Japan. 

We declare that the time has come for Secre- 
tary of State Hull to summon Soviet Ambassa- 
dor Oumansky and ask him to answer un- 
equivocally some pointed and very pertinent 
questions, preparatory to handing him his pass- 
ports. These questions have to do with Molotov’s 
waseres ices to the United States and their im- 
tation by certain actions on the part of 
Soviet Russia security and terri- 
of this country. 





Stalin 





imed at the 





torial integrity 

We er to the bold and aggressive prepara- 
tions being made by the U.S.S.R. in the region 
immediately adjoining Alaska and the cam- 
paign in the Soviet press for the return of this 
territory to Russia, who sold it to the United 
States in 1867. 

The evidence against the U.S.S.R. is over- 
whelming. 





On June 14, Anthony J. Diamond, Alaska’s 





delegate, in Congress, disclosed that thousands 
of Russians, supposedly colonists, are being 
settled on Big Diomede Island in Bering Strait, 
only five miles from Little Diomede, an Amer- 
ican Island. 

Mr. Diamond very properly called for con- 
sideration of the threat to Alaska and asked 
the Army and Navy to hasten their defense 
plans for that region. 

The Soviet preparations for aggression against 
Alaska have been in progress for six years. 
During this period, Moscow deported all the 
natives from the Bering district and sent tens 
of thousands of trained young soldiers, work- 
men, and technicians into the area. Fortresses 
have been established, coast defense guns 
mounted, and a string of modern airfields laid 
out. All foreigners are rigorously excluded 
from the area. 

Against whom are these preparations being 
directed? Geography gives but one answer: 
the United States. The Bering region is com- 

(Continued on Page Six) 





Motors Chief Leads U. S. Cliveden Set 


Vice Pres. Mooney 
Urges U.S. to Force 
English to Yield 


By VINCENT ROGERS 

Supporter of Nazi Germany, key liaison man 
between the U.S. War Department and General 
Motors, reserve officer, lieutenant commander in 
the U.S. Navy—all this and more is James D. 
Mooney leader of the American Cliveden set, 
who this week mailed scores of thousands of 
letters urging the United States use its “enor- 
mous economic and potential military” strength 
to force England into a peace with Germany. 

This “peace” proposed by Mooney would be 
followed by business deals between a Nazi- 
dominated Europe and the U.S. appeasement set 
which already has the support and leadership 
of Ernest Weir, of Little Steel; Henry Ford, 
Herbert Hoover, William R. Castle, and Thomas 
J. Watson, of the International Business Ma- 
chines Corporation. 

Watson, Ford, Lindbergh and Mooney have 
been decorated by Germany. They were award- 
ed the Order of the German Eagle. 

Mooney’s pro-Nazi letter was in the form of 
a reprint from the June 20, 1940, Congressional 
record, in which it was inserted, and later 
franked, by Congressman William B. Barry of 
Queens, who in the past has cooperated with 
Coughlin. 

In it Mooney, a General Motors vice-president 
in charge of selling defense material to the 
American government, echoes the propaganda 
recently broadcast by Colonel Lindbergh, and 
later rebroadcast as part of a speech by Reich 
Economic Minister Funk. Mooney writes “Ger- 
many and Italy have felt that the power and 
control exercised by England and France over 
the commodities, raw materials and trade of 
the world subjected their countries to the un- 
endurable condition that food for their people 
and. materials.and markets-for their industries 
had been throttled. Germany and Italy rearmed 
to eliminate this fear that their food supplies 
and commerce would be cut off. ... Germany 
and Italy are fighting and striving to keep from 
being starved to death.” 

Compare this with Colonel Lindbergh’s broad- 
casts and the link to the American advocates of 
Chamberlain umbrella-ism is obvious. 

Other important figures are part of a wide 
industrialist anti-British conspiracy for friendly 
relations with the Third Reich. Among these 
are Fulton Lewis, Washington conservative ra- 
dio news broadcaster, who until recently was 
Lindbergh’s technical ad- 
visor on broadcasts; there 
is William R. Castle Jr., 
Undersecretary of State in 
the Hoover administration; 
and the man now who 
exerts the greatest influ- 
ence on the young colonel 
is Robert McCormick, pub- 
lisher of the anti-British, 
pro-German Chicago Trib- 
une. Lindbergh was Mc- 
Cormick’s house guest the week-end of the 
Colonel’s recent broadcast, which was delivered 
over McCormick’s radio station WGN. 

Another appeasement center is the oil indus- 
try, largest section of which is the Texas Oil 
Company. This corporation was hit by a spon- 
taneous boycott, last week forcing the resigna- 
tion of “Cap” Torkild Rieber from the Texaco 
chairmanship. This leaves Rieber still asso- 
ciated with some eight important oil corpora- 
tions. Under Rieber the Texas corporation sup- 
plied Franco with millions of dollars in oil tons, 
extending some $6,000,000 in credits to the in- 
vading armies. 

He now controls about 75 per cent of the 
Spanish oil trade. Ever since September 1939, 
he has helped the Axis break the British block- 
ade. Texaco has long been active in Near East 
oil politics, bucking England wherever possible. 

When Gerhard Westrick, Hitler’s personal 

(Continued on Page Six) 





Henry Ford 


A Challenge to Mr. Curran-- 


So restive have the members of the National Maritime Union become since 
that day, four weeks ago, when Charles Yale Harrison exposed Joseph Curran’s 


ties to the Soviets, 
to call in reporters to “prove” 
This press conference is now being 
for what the American seamen like to 
and company have to show this city’s well- 
informed labor reporters, we don’t know. But 
this is certain... it isn’t of sufficient strength 
to permit Curran and his C.P. whip, Tommy 
Ray, to accept The New Leader’s challenge. 

More than four weeks ago we offered to 
present our documentary evidence to any im- 
partial and unimpeachable labor arbiter Mr. 
Curran would select. No answer. Mr. Curran 
finds money to sue Walter Winchell for a mil- 
lion dollars—but no funds for an arbiter. 

Mr. Curran finds time to organize ‘ 
ist Party 
time to explain to his members wh 
yet answered Harrison’s charges. 

There is another way in which Mr. Curran 
can prove that he is not part of the Soviet’s 
espionage agency in this country. The Inter- 
national Seamen’s conference, called by the 
International Transport Workers Federation, 
affiliated with the International Federation of 
Trade Unions, was held in London on July 15, 


1 


mobilization” for the Commu 











the Stalinite union chief, as we go to press, has been forced 
that The New Leader’s charges are “false.” 

held in the office of Mr. Standard, attorney 
think is their union. 


What Mr. Curran 
1940. Exiled seamen’s representatives from 
Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Norway and the 
United Kingdom vigorous condemned German 
1 Italian aggression and extended their sym- 
pathy to the countries that have been occupied 
by the German army. They expressed their 
abhorrence of the German method of sea war- 
fare, the extreme hardship and wanton destruc- 
tion of life inflicted on brother seamen. 
Mr. Cwrran can seve in that action. He can 
1 I nts of the sailors 
he can grieve with 
families and com- 
ndon Soviet-inspired, 
i call for destruc- 
rnment, for a demo- 
nation in Europe 






cratic victory of the 
which today permits the seamen of the world 
to organize. 

But we’re 
just as he has consistently refused to answer 
our challenge, 


sure Mr. Curran won’t answer... 


~ 
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ommunist Political Fronts Tie Up 
~ WithGOP to TurnN.Y. Over to Willkie 


By BILL ROBERTS 

With primary and publicity machinery in motion, supporting the New Deal and a full slate of trade union 
and progressive candidates, the American Labor Party this week launched its drive to keep New York in the 
Roosevelt column. Its job will be to defeat the efforts of the Communist Committee to Rebuild the American 
Labor Party led by the pro-Stalinite Morris Watson and Eugene P. Connelly. The Rebuilders group is negotiat- 
ing with the Republican party on a deal which will give Communist support to the G.O.P. in those districts 
where the Willkie vote needs bolstering. 

The Communist party, through its several political fronts, is making every effort to turn New York State’s 


47 electoral votes over to the preponderantly isolationist Republican party this fall. 


will turn the trick for Willkie. 

American Labor Party leaders 
‘are organizing their political 
forces to prevent any A.L.P. 
votes from being lost by the 
Roosevelt electors. The party ex- 








A shift of 60,000 votes 








port of Barton it became known 
this week that the Republican 
national high command has 
openly approved the designation 
of Marcantonio in the Republican 


“Wallace and Roosevelt—Supported by Labor 


pects to nominate the same elec- 
tors chosen by the Democratic 
Party. Discussions are now under 
way between the Laborites and 
Democrats to settle the number 
of A.L.P. members who will be 


named as electors by the old 
party. In 1936 the Democrats 
named David Dubinsky, presi- 


dent of the I.L.G.W.U., and Sid- 
ney Hillman, president of the 
A.C.W.U., as presidential electors: 

The Communist Party’s Re- 
builders Committee has already 
made a deal with the Republican 
Party in the 6th Assembly Dis- 
trict, where it nominated Sam 
Koenig’s puppet, Meyer Goldberg 
and in the 20th Congressional 
District, where Vito Marcantonio 
is seeking renomination in the 
September primaries, a Labor 
Party spokesman said this week. 
The C.P. committee is expected 
to give Congressman Bruce Bar- 
ton covert support, despite the 


nomination of Morris Watson 
against the incumbent in that 
district. 

In return for the covert sup- 


Social Democratic Federation NEC 


primaries, Political circles have 
long known of the negotiations 
between Kenneth Simpson, New 
York County G.O.P. leader, and 
Hyman Glickstein, left-wing legal 
commissar. 

Simpson, an early Willkie sup- 
porter and a powerful figure in 
the national command, is known 
to have pushed the endorsement 
of Marcantonio, the only Con- 
gressman to have voted against 
defense appropriations. Support 
of Republicans will be more open 
in districts where regular ALPers 
defeat the CPers in the prima- 
ries. The left-wingers need pat- 
ronage, and playing ball with the 
Republican city machine against 
the state New Dealers is one way 
of assuring rewards. One other 
spot where the C.P. will covertly 
support the G.O.P. Congressional 
candidate is the lower East Side 
14th District, where a_ political 
unknown, William Cubert, will 
cover the knifing of M. Michael 
Edelstein, who opposed Browder 
in the special February election. 

The Watson committee has 


named a complete slate of officers, 
on which are literally scores of 
Communist Party members and 
fellow tourists. Nearly all of 
them are drawn from the trans- 
mission belt front and Commu- 
nist-controlled C.I.O. unions. 

Typical of the Watson com- 
mittee candidates are Ray Con- 
don, of the Comintern’s Trans- 
port Workers Union; Barnaby 
O'Leary, of Mike Quill’s Stalinite 
Transport Workers Union; Simon 
Schachter, of the National Law- 
yers Guild; Arthur Weiss, editor 
of the Stalinoid Citizen; Hope 
Stevens, chairman of the Amer- 
ican Youth Congress; Bernard 
Harkavy, secretary of the spuri- 
ous Jewish People’s Committee; 
Morris Watson, vice-president of 
the Daily Worker subsidiary, the 
American Newspaper Guild; Al- 
fred K. Stern, professional fel- 
low-traveler; Arthur Osman, 
president of the Warehouse 
Workers Union, which the C.P. 
needs for its plans to control 
U. S. transportation systems; 
Lewis Merrill, of the Comintern’s 
United Office and Professional 
Workers, and a score of others, 
among whom is Joe Curran, Con- 
gressional candidate for nomina- 
tion in the 15th A. D., Manhattan. 

Louis Waldman, prominent la- 
bor attorney, former A.L.P. can- 
didate for important judicial 
posts, this week resigned from 
the American Labor Party charg- 
ing that “the presence and power 
of the Communists in the party” 
made it impossible for him to re- 
main in it. 


“Since the April state commit- 


tee primaries, the right wing 
clubs have remained dormant 
while the Communist-dominated 


clubs have been active and now 
more than ever determined to use 


Votes Full Support to Roosevelt 


The National Executive Committee of the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, in session at the Hotel Astor last Sunday, 
adopted by a vote of 6 to 1 a declaration urging its members 
and sympathizers throughout the country to give full sup- 


port to Franklin D. 
present campaign, 


Roosevelt and Henry 
working 


Wallace in the 


through whatever political 


parties or agencies may best serve the purpose . 
The members present were S. Syrjala of Massachusetts, 
Algernon Lee and Lous Waldman of New York, Dr. Louis 


Reiss of New Jersey, 


Darlington Hoopes 


of Pennsylvania, 


Dr. S. M. Neistadt of Maryland, and David Gertler of Illi- 


nois. National Chairman Jasper 
McLevy, Mayor of Bridgeport, 
Conn., was unable to attend. The 
one dissenting vote was cast by 
Mr. Hoopes. 

By the same 6 to 1 vote the 
committee declared that it is the 
duty of all Americans to par- 
ticipate in defending democratic 
institutions and the democ#atic 
way of life against the danger 
of totalitarian attack, and called 
for the enactment of legislation 
providing for universal military 
training as a necessary part of 
an adequate system. of national 
defense. 


The resignation of Leo Meltzer 








as National Secretary, due to per- 
sonal reasons, was accepted and 
August Claessens was appointed 
as Acting National Secretary. A 
sub-committee was empowered to 
recommend candidates for Na- 
tional Secretary and the selection 
will be made at the next meeting 
of the N.E.C 


The proposal for the holding 
of a national convention or con- 
ference in September was _ re- 
jected on the grounds of many 


lack of time and other 
Furthermore, the expres- 
unanimity on the S.D.F. 
position on the international situ- 


difficulties, 
factors. 


sions of 


U.S. Cracks Down on 
Cigarette Trust Profits 


By JOHN DONNE 


WASHINGTON, D. C 
officials of the Ligget 


——Profits and s 
& Myers, 


salaries paid to the 


the Reynolds and the 


American Tobacco companies are greater than the entire 


income of more than 


criminal proceedings last 


officials. The companies involved 
are the Big Four, makers of 
Camels, Chesterfields, Old Golds, 


Lucky Strike, 

The companies unde 
ment have 
labor and partic 
opposing legislation safeguarding 
workers. 


and Phillip Morris. 
indict 
anti- 


been notoriously 


ularly vigorous in 





Prosecution was brought after 
a two-year investigation, after 
efforts to crack the trust through 
civil suits had failed. The gover1 
ment charges that the companies 
combined to dictate prices paid 
farmers, the price charged con- 
sumers and the profits retailer 
are permitted to make. This t é 
gouge, it was said, runs into hun- 
dreds of millions yearly. 

This is the third effort mad 
by the government to break 


hold on the market. The 
during Teddy Roosevelt's Big 
Stick period, resulted in the di 
lution of the American Tobacco 
Trust. The Big Four, product 


this reorganization, have for al 
intents and purposes acted as a 
trust. 


officials 


George 


Salaries paid tobacco 


have long been a scandal. 


3,500,000 
dependent upon the tobacco they produce. 
vating factor of the Department of 
week 
panies in the tobacco field, 26 


whose lives are 
This is the moti- 
instituting 
major com- 
subsidiaries and 


persons 


Justice’s 
against eight 
of their 





W. Hill of the 
and who has 
“part of the 


to promote 


Lucky Strike Co., 
attacked the 
government’s 
foreign 


suit a 
effort 
theories,” 
annually more than 
which should be 
$150,000 paid to 
still in further 
reckon the 
and stock 


draws down 
$350,000, to 
added another 

Hill’s son. And 
addition, one 


huge bonuses 


must 


dividends 





which total more than a million a 
vear. Three other American Co. 
officials received $175,000 
yeal 
Five Chesterfield Co. officia 
i collected $90,000 a year in 
1938, and more than 50 other offi- 
cial vere paid between $10,000 
and $75,000 eacl 
Wi oO that the big metro 
T I have i US 
1 nt ng the t or the 
} { T T Ws ¢ mns 
I the government 
| excessi rofits o 
companies enabl 
t the country } 
rtising campaigns, to 
e 1dvantage of competitors 
and to the credit side of the ad- 
vertising ledgers of the metro- 
litan sheets 


ation, the support of the New 
Deal and candidates in coming 
campaigns, sported by August 
Claessens and observed by him on 
his recent nation-wide tour and 
by correspondence with S.D.F. 


asr 


locals and members throughout 
the country, also weighed against 
the suggestions for a national 


convention. 
Local Berks County, Reading, 
Pa., is the only considerable group 
of Social Democrats at variance 
with the position stated in the 
resolution adopted. 

Algernon Lee, Louis Waldman 
and feiss were elected as 
a sub-committee to set up offices 
and, as funds permit, to engage 
organizers and representatives to 
organize the campaign in various 
cities. 

S.D.F. locals will be urged and 
assisted in calling conferences of 
labor and fraternal organizations 
and sympathetic citizens to carry 
on an effective campaign on an 
independent basis in their locali- 
ties for the election of Roosevelt 


Louis 


and Wallace. Special literature 
will be printed and_ speakers 
routed in the coming campaign. 


The full resolution on the 1940 
political scene follows: 

“In the Presidential contest of 
1940 the candidates of the two 
major parties are clearly opposed 
on two overwhelming 
importance. The election of Roose- 
velt and Wallace will mean the 
maintenance and development of 
the program of social and labor 
legislation known as the New 
Deal, which is of incalculable 
value to the producing masses of 
the people. It will mean a foreign 
policy based upon unflinching op- 


issues of 


position to totalitarianism, the 
mortal enemy of peace and de- 
mocracy throughout the world. 
The election of Willkie and Mc- 


Nary would gravely threaten the 
continuance of a firm anti-totali- 
tarian foreign policy and of the 
progressive trend in social and 
labor legislation. 

“For these reasons 


“1. The National Executiy 








Committee endorses the candidacy 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Henry Wallace for President and 
Vice-President. 
‘2. Our members and sym; 
n all parts of t unt 
! l i to rga ( ind Cal 
nan a a Jalgn In suppo 
f Rooseve and r 
3. In « ou lis recom 
endation, our members and local 
! ) t act throug! 
such ¢ al parties and 
’ ! \ ous state i 
‘ i i 1a) Dest si ve 
purpose 1 yradance witn their 
own political conscience and the 
exigencie ot the state or local 
+ itior 


the party for their own purposes. 
These Communists and their clubs 


are now, as before, part and 
parcel of the American Labor 
Party,” Mr. Waldman - said. 


“Their victory at the primaries 
would mean the legal use of the 
Labor Party name. 


“From such a union the Com- 
munists will gain immeasurably. 
While operating behind an inno- 
cent front, they will through this 
device have the backing of non- 
Communist organizations, their 
funds and their workers. As a re- 
sult, the Communists will emerge 
strongers and better ‘covered in’ 
than before. 

“In common with other 
gressive and labor-minded citizens 
I shall support President Roose- 
velt for re-election. However, I 
will not allow my support of the 
President to be used as an ex- 
cuse for giving Communists a 
respectable front in the form of 
the American Labor Party,” Mr. 
Waldman added. 


pro- 


Replying to Mr. Waldman, Eli 
Oliver, state executive director of 


the American Labor Party, de- 
nied the validity of Mr. Wald- 
man’s charges, remarking that 
the A.L.P. wants no part of the 
C.P. and is fighting them in the 
primaries. 

The party is now circulating 


petitions for the Sep- 
tember 17 primaries. It is also 
publishing a bi-weekly, called the 
A.L.P. News, which will become 
a weekly newspaper in September. 
More than 35 clubs will be actively 
campaigning for Roosevelt and 
Wallace within a days, a 
Labor Party spokesman reported. 
Distribution will 
some 35,000 pieces of 


nominating 


few 


soon begin of 


pro-New 


Deal literature. 





Senator Carl Hatch, father 
of the "Hatch Act" which 
makes it only a little harder 
for the "fat cats" to dis- 
guise their heavy money con- 
tributions. 


‘Aid Allies’ Group 
Forms Labor Unit 


The Committee to Defend 








America by Aiding the Allies to 
day idened its group. repre- 
sentation by organizing a New 
York labor division and announc- 
ing that a national labor com- 
mittee is now in progress of 
formation. 
Every section of organized 
ill be included under this 
f the Committee’s activi- 
ccording to Clark M.Eichel- 
national director, who 
added that letters have been dis- 
atched to every international 
nion president in the United 
States, inviting them to serve in 
( ional unit 
TI committee, organized in 
Ma h William Allen White 
> 1iona chairman, 5 now 
re ng for the releas e 
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Thomas J. Watson, president 
of the powerful International 
Business Machines Corpora- 
tion, and head of the Inter- 
national Chamber of Com- 
merce, who is one of Amer- 
ica's leading appeasers, {See 
Ferdinand Lundberg's article 
on Page 5.) 


AFL Demands 
Conscription 


Job Clause 


By GEORGE SHORT 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — Op- 
ponents of selective military 
training were handed another 
weapon by the House Military 


Committee when Chairman May 
revealed that his committee in 
secret session had struck out the 


provision assuring those drafted 
the return of their jobs. This 


clause would have made employ- 
rehire draftees 


ers refusing to 
subject to prosecution under the 
Wagner act, 

This will alienate support of 


compulsory training by organized 
labor, which is already divided 
on the draft. Typical of trade 
union attitude throughout the na- 
tion is that of Thomas J. Lyons, 
president of the New York State 
Federation of Labor, who early 
this week said that he did not 
find one New York leader against 
conscription, but that labor was 
ready to fight for the return of 
jobs at the end of the training 
year. Mr. Lyons just visited 22 
of the 35 central labor bodies in 
the State, which represent 1,500 
affiliated unions. 


The Massachusetts Federation 
of Labor endorsed conscription 
this week when it rejected by a 


259 to 8 vote a Communist spon- 
resolution opposition the 
e of selective training. 
Senate administration leaders 
week moved to appease lib- 
and labor opponents to the 
Burke-Wadsworth bill by 
ing the passage of an amendment 
to pay conscripts $30 instead of 
$20 a month. At the same time 
Congressman May has introduced 
a House bill which will place a 
short moratorium on insurance, 
rent and real estate taxes 
by draftees. 

There appears little doubt 
the Burke-Wadsworth bill 
pass before September Ist 
will receive its 


sored 
principle 


assur- 


owed 


that 
will 
and 
presidential sig- 
nature in time to permit the army 
and call up at least 
100,000 men to augment the 2 
000 national Guardsmen 
180,000 regular soldiers. 

The debate in the Senate 
continue its acrimonious pace 
til next week; House action will 
much more rapidly despite 
Congressman Vito Marcantonio’s 
efforts to set up an anti-defense 
bloc. He may succeed in delay- 
ing action for a day or so but no 
longer. 

Interest in 
was 


to register 





and 


will 
un- 


come 


debate 
proposals 
volunteer 
interfere 
jobs of 


the Senate 
increased by the 
of Senator Taft for a 
which would not 
with the education and 
those to be drafted. This 
put him in the same camp 
Senator Wheeler—both 
June frequently 
as presidential timber in the 
G.O.P. and the Democratic party, 
respectively, 

Although the results of the vote 
on the Maloney substitute—de- 
draft to January 1, 


force 


move 
with 
men in 


were spoken of 


ferring the 


1940—are, in certain circles, ex- 
pected to be close, this correspend- 
ent Is in a position to believe that 


it will be defeated. 


Toecal 507 
and Jo- 
b th of the 


Union 


the Bakers Union 
A.F.L.; and John 
Providente, 
Dressmakers 


Gelo 
: 
senh 
Italian Local 
No. 89. 
While the 
ing organized, plans are going 
forward for a mass rally to be 
shortly after Labor 
Irwin J. 
union a 


group is be- 


national 


Day, it was stated by 
e, director of trade 
the White Committee 
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Books and Writers 








By Mark Starr 


Educational Director, 1.L.G.W.U. 


(Mr. Tartak i is on a lecture tour. He will resume regular 
reviewing next week.) 


J 
Is Workers’ Educational Separatist? 

N “The Worker’s Road to Learning” (American Association of 

Adult Education) Mr. T. R. Adam demonstrates that amiability 
and good intentions cannot substitute for accurate information. 
The author suffers from a dogmatic faith in the tutorial university 
extension classes of Britain and Australia. He endeavors in fuzzy 
minded fashion to create a false opposition between individual 
cultural development and enlightenment, and the social development 
of institutions. This is all a build-up to charge workers’ education 
with “separatism.” Mr. Adam has further added to his prejudice 
some of the current fallacies of the AAAE concerning the alleged 
“evil” of “education for social action.” 

Mr. Morse Cartwright recently in his annual director’s report 
pontifically warned workers’ education against being used “to 
emphasize and widen class differences” and “to enhance the growth 
of a faction.” In the same vein, he asked that adult education 
“should be on the lookout for the charlatans who foment hatred, 
disorder, and revolution under the falsely assumed name of workers’ 
education.” Mr. Adam’s book puts in less inflamed words the same 
warning and like Mr. Cartwright’s report Mr. Adam gives no 
factual base for his warning. 


Certainly such a critic should collect his facts with some 
accuracy. Among the minor slips in “The Worker’s Road to 
Learning” are two references to a “William English Dalling”; 
“Growing Up: 21 Years of Education” is mistitled. Mr. Adam 


work in Pennsylvania which led to the 
foundation of the Workers’ Education Bureau in 1921. It is by 
decision of the University Board of Regents and not (as Mr. 
Adam says) the Wisconsin Legislature that the Wisconsin Summer 
School for Workers is being continued. 
a * * 
ORE serious is the glossing over of the expulsion of Brookwood 
Labor College by the Workers Education Bureau as a sequence 
to condemnation by the AF of L, which refused to allow Brookwood 
to answer the charges made against it. Mr. Adam (p. 27) blandly 
and incorrectly says: “Finding their policies at variance, the two 
organizations decided to go their é 


ignores the preliminary 


separate ways... 

There is no reference to Maurer’s resignation as president of 
the WEB in protest against the severe cut in the autonomy and 
representation of the local labor colleges and classes. No details 
concerning the income of the WEB, the date and circulation of its 
publications, no statistics (apart from the number of weekend 
institutes run in 1938 and 1939) concerning its work, its staff and 


affiliated unions. The book is unsatisfactory as a source of infor- 
mation about the other agencies in workers’ education. 

Where ignorance is bliss ‘tis folly to be wise. Mr. Adam 
prefers to expatiate upon the folly of workers’ education in not 


making greater use of the public libraries. The absence of libraries 
in small towns, their poor selection of social science books, the 
slowness in the obtaining of current books are not mentioned. 
Mr. Adam probably does not know that where librarians are willing, 
union locals get deposit libraries for their own premises. Mr. Adam 
rebukes the workers for not demanding equal opportunities 
for individual enlightenment. He emphasizes the dangers of 
government control in workers’ education. 

Some day, we hope, an author will have the necessary independ- 
ence to treat in a similar fashion the dangers of control of adult 
education by the heavy hand of foundations. The facts about the 
original sources of these foundations should also be stated at 
frequent intervals. Let there be no mistake—such foundations as 
those established by Carnegie and Rockefeller money have per- 
formed many beneficial functions; but the recipients of their bounty 
may well remember Homestead and Ludlow and the other ineidents 
surrounding the start of these accumulations. It ill befits officers 
of associations financed by such foundations to picture a blissfully 
united community now being disturbed by the “separatist” approach 
of workers’ education—particularly in view of the fact that one 
tenth of one per cent of the reporting corporations own 52 per cent 


also 


of the nation’s assets and less than 5 per cent of the corporations 
own 87 per cent of the asscts of all of them. 
* + 
ADAM writes (p. 84): “It is wise to assume that if political 


M* 

groups (ny italics) obtain the financial power 
education, later they will that power 
teaching offensive to their social prejudices.” Why 
danger to “political groups?” 

The matter of preserving academic freedom in discussing con- 
troversial questions is yital and one for action by the organized 
professors and teachers, but encroachments upon academic freedom 
wait upon federal or state subsidies and control for workers’ 
education. 

James Marshall, president of the 
has pointed out in his recent book, 
education is not an end in itself: 

“Education has 
of the 
Education can be 


to curb workers’ 
to silence 
confine the 


sooner, or use 


do not 


N.xX. 


“Swords and 


Board of. Education, 
Symbols,” that 


always been a medium for the continuation 


” 


culture of dominant groups. 


studied intelligently only in relation to economic 


needs, economic forces, and economic classes. 
The woolly-minded devotees of the mystic ideal of education 
as an end in itself (which education never was on land or sea), 


should recall what the early advocates of universal education said. 
Horace Mann advocated education for the purpose of overcoming 
the tendency towards “the domination of capital and the servility 
of labor.” Ralph Waldo Emerson recognized that the ruling powers 


in the United States needed education as a stabilizer for the 
status quo and as an insurance against dangerous ideas of 
social change. 


We do not want platitudinous nonsense about the absence of 
class struggles in the United States but an understanding and a 
solution of these conflicts to make that real community 
about which as yet we can only dream. 

The end of such education stretches as far as infinity. 
move forward in step with the late Dr. John H. Finley 
asserted in 1939 at the Duke University Centennial: 

“We are into a state of geographical planctary 
cousciousness, something deeper than international-mindedness, 
for it thinks not of the relationship of nations one to another 


possible 


Let us 
when he 


comiug 


but of the unity of mankind and its obligations, the relations 
of the individual to the rest of mankind. 

“It is now the task of education to equip man not only to 
think for himself but also to make the highest use of these 
new forces which, misused, may wreck the civilization that has 
built this mechanism of possible progress. 


“Bducation is the 
himself to the 
shares the 


process by which the individual relates 
gives himself citizenship in the chang- 
mind and enfranchises his 


universe, 


races 


ing wo) ld, own 
soul.” 
3ut before coming to that cosmic ultimate ideal, let us face 


which make it 


now. 


thes facts 
different 

the social 
and 


workers’ education to be 
We need an education which will concentrate upon 
find a solution for the problems of society 
knowledge which will lead to action to cure 
problems. So far, existing institutions of education cannot 
meet the legitimate workers’ education. Temporary 
separation and independence are made indispensable by the force 
ot circumstance. 
Why should trade 


teachers or 


necessary for 


sciences to 
also to get the 
those 


requests of 


unionists trust the teaching of unorganized 
go for help to colleges which have a record 


professors reputed to be radical? What about the practice 


professors or 


of firing 


of “separatism” as applied to such educators as those many 
distinguished social investigators discharged or induced to leave 
nder pressure by universities? 

It is the colleges which too often suffer from a dangerous 
separatism from truth about the social facts of life; and this type 


of separatism, workers’ education will surely help to break down. 
If the role of trade unions in the economic and social development 
of our country has been ignored by the colleges and schools and 

inions have been wrongfully portrayed, can they do other than 
counterbalance this in their own education, even if it means. for 
a while at least, a separation of workers’ education from other 
forms of education? 

We may well echo the query “Knowledge For What?” made 


by Robert S. Lynd in his recent book challenging his fellow pro- 
activity. Men starve in the face of plenty. Labor-saving 
men and women. Unemployment, dictatorship and 

(Continued on Page Seven) 
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By Charles Edward Russell 





AY BY DAY the actualities of developments, however lamely 

and slovenly reported, throw the white light on the situation 
in Europe. They have left now no exeuse for any American that 
follows them, yea though one of the Short-Circuited he be, or the 
chief of them, to pretend any error as to the nature, the origin 
and the purpose of this war. 

Observe how in France, with precision and faultless care, the 
set pattern has been followed. The first thing the Fascists did 
when they had won out in their dirty game was to choose Petain 
to be their Mussolini. Next they put the muzzle upon the press, 
upon all news, upon all correspondents. Next they dissolved the 
labor unions. And now they have adopted frankly and avowedly 
the three cardinal principles of Fascism, which are the Regimenta- 
tion of Labor, the Subsistence Basis for Labor, and the control 
of foreign commerce. 

They have even added a touch of pseudo-science to their opera- 
tions. They say they havé learned how much is necessary for the 
subsistence of each member of a workingman’s family, and each 
worker’s wage will be the total of these items. 

And as for the control. of commerce, they have a flourish about 
that, caleulated to dim the lustre of Captain Kidd. Stable labor 
conditions. Known, invariable and low labor cost. Commodities’ so 
produced landed where profits may be greatest and competition 
stifled. Mulberry Sellers to this was a fumbling piker. Gentlemen, 
there are billions in it. No dream of avarice ever approached the 
possibilities of such an empire. Power for profits, profits for more 
power for more profits. 

Fascism 

A Virus 

S there some kind of mental infection or bacillus that sweeps 
like an epidemic over the world? Or are these startling coinci- 

dences merely blind chance? Is it not strange that as labor is 

subjugated and enslaved in Europe and the medieval concept of 

Concentrated Power hurls democracy into the sea, we have in our 

own country so many unmistakable manifestations of the same, 

identical spirit? Putting aside the portent of the Fords and the 

Lindbergs, observe some other analagous activities: 

It is proposed to make participation in a strike in any factory 
engaged in defense work a crime. That is to say, Fascist regi- 
mentation; work or be shot. 

It is proposed now more than ever to cut the heart out of the 
NLRB and the Wages and Hours Act. 

It is proposed to manipulate and bedevil the excess profits 
tax so as to protect private capital at the expense of the national 
treasury. The wealthy corporation is to go free of taxation but 
a million working men are to feel for the first time what an in- 
come tax means. 

And now comes this noble suggestion from a rare old crusted 
reactionary that the national army be made up of the unemployed, 
the persons’on relief and the boys of the C.C.C. 

Old South 
Reasserts Itself 
[ would be wildly fantastic to suggest any deliberate or con- 
scious connection between these phenomena and the next I am 
to mention, but O ye philosophers! how do you account for the 
fact that just at this juncture the Southern propagandists in this 
country break out into such defense and even eulogies of chattel 
slavery as have not been seen in print in America for seventy- 
five years? Glance at some of the recent effusions on this subject 
if you wish to be astonished and puzzled. We are solemnly assured 
by one recent author, a professor in a prominent university, that 
chattel slavery constituted the ideal labor system for both laborer 
and employer since it assured the laborer of enough to eat, good 
shelter, clothing, care in his old age, competent medical attention. 
Another endorses this and assures us that the three million chattel 
slaves in the Southern states before the Civil War “were the 
happiest human beings in the world.”” Mr. Goebbels himself could 
not do better. 

For now we come to the most remarkable coincidence of all, 
which is that the foregoing language bears an unmistakable re- 
semblance to that of the propaganda with which it is hoped to 
sell “The New Europe” to the people of France. 

Diplomacy a 
Political Debt 
A’ a matter of fact, where do we get all these queer birds we 
send abroad as anibassadors and ministers? I repudiate at 
once the ribald suggestion that they are chosen by the throwing of 
dice. If that were the case, we would occasionally have one with a 
symptom of intelligence and some knowledge of and respect for 
the country he is supposed to represent. There must be some 
system in the selection that gives us exclusively parrots, mannekins, 
and claquers for resurrected absolutism. The Bullitts and Gibsons 
as fuglemen for the dictators were a sufficient pest for the nation; 
we didn’t really need the addition of this Cudahy cuckoo, late 
American Ambassador to Belgium, with his argument that if a 
food shortage occurs in Belgium by reason of the German con- 
quest, we should induce Great Britain to break the blockade so 
that we man supply the deficiency. You would think a basswood 
slab would have sense enough to see that this is equivalent to 
asking Britain to feed the German army, but the fact is apparently 
obscured to the Cudahy mind. 

From the same source we learn that he hunted up the in- 
vertebrate King Leopold to pay his respects to that faded piece 
of imagery, and that the Nazis are nice fellows and treat the 
Belgians nobly, except of course about daily bread. 

Mr. Cudahy’s immense fortune came from the Beef Trust. It 
is currently believed in Washington that his wad was his only 
qualification for a career in diplomacy and that all the other 
selections for such posts are now made on the same basis. I don’t 
believe it. Even a rich young man needn’t always be dumb. 
Profit 
Ueber Alles 
ene as usual—the dear old thing. 

The City of St. Louis suffered from a choking soft coal 
nuisance until the affliction became intolerable; so it enacted an 
ordinance compelling within its borders the use of smokeless fuel. 
Over in Illinois were ninety-eight gentlemen that were interested 
in mhines producing the smoke-breeding soft coal. The loss of St. 
Louis as a customer for the product of their mines threatened 
their profits, sacred profits. So they have used the power of their 
position as employers and captains of industry to organize six 
counties of their region into a boycott of St. Louis until it shall 
repent, repeal the ordinance and live again in soot, smoke 
and grime. 

Accordingly, the orders are out. No trade with St. Louis; not 
even the reading of a St. Louis newspaper. 

It’s a device that strikes the average free-born American as 
a trifle too raw for his taste. Take what we offer you and keep 
still—it sounds a trifle too much like Germany under the Ge 
But if the Profit System is right, after all, what’s 
this picture? 

Bought With 
A Medal 

E were told at the ti that a Chicago audience of 

howled with delight when Col. 
a partnership with Hitler in his 
bombs and firing squads, but the press gave no indication of any 
joy elsewhere. There was much regret that one the country had 
honored should join its enemies and a frequently shown disposi- 
tion, extremely interesting, to make : 
the German medal upon an immature mind. 

Just fo ao hit of old metal he left 
medal to pin on his 
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All the News 
Fit to Print 


B: while it may be true, brethren, that our news ser 
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“comes to the really important things of life the things tnat 
count, the large, crucial issues, never will they found to fail 
They may not have told us anything about action of the 
subjugated peoples to the iron yoke that has placed yn 
them, nor any approximate truth about tl 
bring us the priceless information that the 





his wife “darling.”” Yes sir. And he didn’t 
recent ocean voys And that when you ar¢ 


you must curtsy, but only bow to the Duchess. Try to remembe1 


presented to him 





that, greasy souled plebian. Keep it straight. Suppose you wert 
to curtsy to the Duchess and bow to the Duke. It’s unthinkable! 





To fight off German air armadas, which have destroyed many of the Isle’s south- 


|U.S. Destroyers Needed to Maintain 
The News Reel! Wide-Flung British Food Lines 


By DICK REYNARD 


eastern ports, the British must eat, to eat the British Navy must effectively bring in at 


least 75 per cent of its convoys, to protect this merchant marine the Royal Navy must 


have at least 50 of the United States’ 240 destroyers before the end of August. 


In American shipyards today 57 of this type of war craft are under construction— 


more than enough to cover the sale of our destroyers to London’s admiralty. 


England to defend itself—and concomitantly the American shores—cannot count on 
its heavier craft. This fight is in narrow waters within effeetive reach of accurate Ger- 
man aircraft based only a few miles from England’s jugular vein shipping lines 
Brittany to Norway. This is a fight where the Renown, the Hood, the Resolute and other 


from 


famous capital warships can be used only in a last desperate and suicidal effort. The 
torpedo, the mine, the Stukas can cripple the larger craft. According to war expert Major 


George Fielding Eliot, England 
must now have an ample supply 
of small cruisers, destroyers, gun- 
boats—-the escort type. Food 
must continue to pour into Eng- 
land, or the American armed 
forces will shortly find itself 
faced by a completely Nazified 
Europe— with Ireland, the Azores 
and Dakar within easy bombing 
range of the U. S. East Coast. 

Britain’s destroyer fleet — 175 
strong—is now scattered over the 
Gulf of Aden, the Mediterranean, 
the Irish Sea, the Orient, and the 
Channel. Only 100 can be ear- 
marked for convoy and defense 
of the Isle. Against this force the 
German-Italio navy has a de- 
stroyer fleet of 165 ships, a 
powerful mobile squadron which 
can be concentrated for offensives 
anywhere. . 

And while Washington spends 
10 billion dollars for a defense 
machine which won’t be operat- 
ing until 1942-43, it keeps the 
world’s most powerful destroyer 
fleet (240 ships) for dress pa- 
rades and fishing trips instead of 
plugging the hole bombed by 
Germany in the British fleet. 

When war broke out Britain 
had 180 destroyers. Since Sep- 
tember, 1939, 30 have been sunk 
with increasing rapidity. These 
have been replaced by new craft 
and by additions from the French 
and Polish fleets. In addition to 
the present 175 serviceable de- 
stroyers 26 are being built. More 
than 25 are in drydock undergo- 
ing repairs of injuries inflicted 
by Reich dive bomber. 

Italy has 124 destroyers afloat, 
and 12 in ship-building yards. 
Germany has 41 such craft, a few 
French destroyers and 32 under 
construction in French yards. 

The American destroyer squa- 
dron is idle—and being augmented 
rapidly by a launched 
building program which aims at 
378 destroyers by 1946-47, during 
the intervening years these de- 
stroyers may become obsolete be- 
cause any European’ Fascist 
armada heading for the United 
States will have to be stopped by 


newly 


huge capital ships. Many naval 
experts, such as Admiral William 





H. Standley, chief of Naval oper- 
ation from 1933 to 1937, agree 
that America’s first line of naval 
defense would best be served by 
permitting Britain to use part of 
the U. S. navy. Major Eliot is 
urging a U. S.-Canada defense 
pact which would ,enable sections 
of the American fleet to cross the 
Atlantic for action against the 
Reich. 

Nor is the delay in transfer- 
ence of destroyers the only crim- 
inal balking of real aid to the in- 
transigeant British. Aviation 
gasoline has been embargoed and 
London must import this fuel 
from South America—lengthening 
the convoy lines. More than 800,- 
000 Springfield rifles and 1,300,- 
000 Enfield guns are rusting in 
U. S. arsenals, and in response 
to almost hysterical pleas from 
the British supply ministry some 
600,000 were shipped. 

The United States, over the 
protest of American steel manu- 
facturers, continues to ship scrap 
to Japan, although the Nipponese 
have a three-year supply, all pro- 
vided by American scrap dealers. 
The joker in the scrap embargo 
permits the export by American 
merchants of metal needed by 
U. S. and British munitions in- 
dustry. Jap competition for scrap 
keeps shooting up the price, 
which in turn takes huge sums 
out of American taxpayers’ 
pockets, 

During the first six months of 
1940 Japan imported 411,383 tons 
of scrap, according to the sta- 
tistics provided by the Institute 
of Scrap Iron and Steel, Inc. 
During the same period England 
could get only 459,449 gross tons; 
Canada took 156,370 at a dis- 
proportioately high price. Impor- 
tant American steel men reveal 
that the lack of restrictions on 
the export of scrap needed by 
U. S. mills holds “a threat of 
disaster for the nation’s defense 
program.” 

Bolstered Jap reserves are re- 
flected in Tokyo’s anti-British 
and anti-American attitudes and 
activities, some of which will 


shortly involve the Philipines, 





Ambassador to Bezgium John 
Cudahy, whose pro-appease- 
ment statements stirred a 
controversy and brought a 
strong reprimand from Sum- 





ner Welles. Cudahy, back 
from Europe, declares he 
was "misgusted." 


French Indo-China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and the Dutch East 
Indies. At the same time it weak- 
ens the American defense indus- 
try, which uses as much scrap as 
it does iron to make steel. Many 
mills along the eastern seaboard 
—from which comes most of 
Britain’s war imports—use as 
much as 80 per cent scrap to 20 
per cent iron ore in steel-making. 

Effect of scrap sales to Japan 
on American defense industries 
are best summed up by one steel 
corporation chief: “We certainly 
cannot build tanks, guns, airports 
and ships without steel and we 
eannot, assuredly, manufacture 
steel without scrap iron. Yet we 
have tragically depleted our 
available supply.” 

During the first six months of 
1940 Britain did buy $138,407,- 
826 worth of fighting aircraft, 
machine guns, rifles, howitzers, 
mortars, automatic pistols, pro- 
pellant powders, airplane propel- 
lers, high explosives, grenades, 
bombs, torpedoes, bomb racks and 
$36,000 worth of flame throwers. 
The British have also assumed 
nearly all of the French contracts. 


Roosevelt Hedge on Latin-American 
Cartel May Lead toPolitical Disaster 


WASHINGTON, D. 


C.—The 


that the administration has 
abandoned” the idea of organizing a great cartel to handle 
the surplus commodities produced in various parts of this 
hemisphere, in order to prevent such a breaking of prices 
as would force South American interests to bow to Nazist 
dictation, tends to create the regrettable impression that 
the Roosevelt Administration has no very clear economic 
views or else that its different departments and bureaus are 


working at cross purposes. The 
Republicans, of course, have no 
right to reproach the administra- 
tion, for they have no construc- 
tive ideas whatever. When those 
in authority vacillate, however, 
the political advantage always 
goes to their irresponsible oppo- 
nents. 

It is quite possible that in fact 
the administration knows what it 
means to do, but is not in this 
case making its intentions clear 
to the public. There is no neces- 


Reich Encourages‘Latin Bloc’ 


announcement 
and completely 


unofficial 
“definitely 





sary contradiction between the 
cartel plan, now said to be aban- 
doned, and the alleged substitute 
plan of lending hundreds of mil- 
lions to Latin-American countries 
to be used in developing indus- 
trial production that would bal- 
ance their production of foodstuffs 
and raw materials. They are not 
really alternatives. The speeding 
of normal economic progress 
highly desirable from every hu- 





To Bolster British Appeasers 


With M. Laval slipping from power i 





Vichy, it became clearer 


that the Germans had little difficulty in winning the diplomatic 
tug-of-war between Nazi government and the alleged “Latin 
bloc of unoccupied France, Spain and Italy, The New Leader 
learned this week from an unimpeachable Washington source. 


This brought nearer the proposed Nazi 








under Doriot, 


regime 


Mat Deat barnegary, and de la Roque’s Croix de 

Feu—which w all or pre-war France. Changes in the 

French eabir are e cted to occur during the next few weeks. 
The London Economist, one of the world’s most authoritative 


anti-Fre1 


sn propag 
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where he directs “left-wing” 
and anti-“pluto-democratic Brit- 
nda for the Goebbels ministry. 
da is being intensified to 
the aerial devastation now 
er d. Britain, it is 
Soviet-German “news” 
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the latest German propaganda 


mane and economic point of view. 
The lending program would pro- 
mote this, but it could hardly 
begin to yield appreciable results 
in time to affect the present world 
conflict. 

The cartel plan, on the other 
hand, has probably never been 
thought of by the administration 
as a permanent or long-range 
policy. As such, it would have 
great dangers and doubtful bene- 
fits to the peoples of either South 
or North America. It has been 
conceived as an emergency meas- 
ure, one might almost say as a 
defensive war measure. So viewed, 
it is not open to the objection 
stated by the anonymous unofficial 
spokesman, who is quoted as say- 
ing that a cartel taking surplus 
stocks off the market, or trans- 
ferring them to the British mar- 
ket, “would only encourage in- 
creased production of the same 
surplus commodities.” It need not 
have that effect if table pre- 
cautions are taken, and especially 
not if it is accompanied by a 
prompt and liberal 
nning of the lending program 
to stimulate industrialization. 
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Dubinsky on U. S. Body to 

Set Porto Rican Wages 
David Dubinsky, president of 

Ladies Gar- 


was tnis 


} 


the Internatidnal 
ment Workers Union, 
week appointed as Labor’s rep- 


resentative of a Government 





Commission of nine 
imum wages for Puerto 
workers, 


This commission, consisting of 


set mi 


tican 





five island representatives and 
four U. S. members, will visit 
Puerto Rico next month to in- 
vestigate working conditions, es 
pecially those of the ),000 
trade workers. 

The body wi: elected by Col 


Phillip Fk ming, Federal Wage 
and Hours Administrator. 
USHA Guilds Homes to 
Meet Defense Boom 


WASHINGTON, D. ¢ Speed- 
AY and Na a etens 
} tio? I € States 
H g Aut duiled 

+ an 6,000 











‘Page Thres 





| Heard on the Left 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


OLLYWOOD is as full of Stalin-stars as New York is of ex- 
foreign correspondents, but there is little sense in mixing the 
reputations of movie people like Franchot Tone, Frederick March, 
Francis Lederer and Jean Muir with mealy-mouthed Lionel Stander 
and that lover of the oppressed, the $5,000 per week James Cagney. 











Replying to charges made this week before u Los Angeles 
Grand Jury, Jimmy Cagney’s brother denies that star was linked 
to the mulcting business which was the Hollywood Communist 
Party during the Spanish civil war days. Brother Cagney has 
a Swiss cheese memory if he so readily forgets caucauses, swim- 
ming pool collections and cocktail comrades guided hy Com- 
missars Biberman and Stander. 


He forgets the Hollywood Health Cafeteria and ideological 
luncheons. with Sam Ornitz, during which Cagney broke his 
vegetarian diet with the red meats served up by John Strachey’s 
“Coming Struggle for Power,” Leninism by Stalin, and scores 
of little newsprint pamphlets by Foster, Browder and A. B. 
Magil.... 


® x z 


HILE the innocents bolt the old Stalinoid pleasant political, 

social and sexual fronts, C.P. hacks set up new ones by the 
seore. There may be new faces but the routine is the same. In- 
stead of cocktails for Spain, it’s now highballs for the Emergency 
Mobilization for Peace in Chicago. Accustomed to their own titles, 
some of the bright boys have set up the American Peace Crusade 
to send a “delegation” to Chicago. The Comintern’s Metion Pieture 
Guild is rushing the editing of an American Youth Congress film 


called “Sez Youth,” which will be shown at the “mobilization.” 





We could fill the column on new Hollywood fronts—the Holly- 
wood Theatre Alliance, for example Commissar Lionel 
Stander’s studio difficulties, but the would-be Hollywood leftists 
are sufficiently hysterical and fickle faddists to need a moralogue on 
how not to aid the Axis’ espionage apparatus here. 





or on 


* * * 


HE four or five hardened readers who went through our recent 
expose of PM will be interested to learn that the new pro- 
tabloid’s stockholders 
are raising hell. Friend Ingersoll, whose bleatings around town 
have availed him little, has had to draw up a memo for the 
charges of PM’s Trojan-Horsin’ around. 


Communist-——and only recently anti-Nazi 


investors to “disprove” 


In it he charges that he didn’t know that these men were C.P. 
members and sympathizers. This is, of course, a lie. He knows 
that Tom Davin ran the New Masses, that Leane Zugsmith was 
featured by N.M., that David’ Ramsey edited and wrote for a 
string of C.P. publications, and that the comrades all filtered into 
strategic spots in the Time, Fortune outfit. 


Dear, dear Ralph, he’s so perturbed .. . even bawling out 
Leo Huberman for being so overtly pro-C.1.0. won't help his 
peace of mind. 
x * *x 
6 genial officials in New York are very much annoyed at 
having been secretly subpoenaed by Congressman Dies to 
appear before the committee when it opens up shop here next 
week to probe Nazi tie-ups, especially that of the German Library 
of Information at 17 Battery Place. 


* * * 


IA grapevine from the politicos’ stomping grounds comes the 
news that Edmund M. Toland, who was counsel of the Smith 
Committee Investigating the NLRB, has just resigned to join 
Wendell Wilkie’s campaign strategists. Not so long ago we harged 
that Toland. who has little love foi Labor, was shie lding C.P. 


fellow travelers on the Board, in a united front effort to oust 


Dave Saposs. For our pains Toland sent us a note ir sinuating 
we were un-American—which of course we've heen ever since we 
slugge d ou way up from under push-cai ts over on First Ave. in 


New York's East side. 

But now it’s Mr. Toland who'll have to answer charges of 
un-Americanism. He was offered cooperation by the Dies 
Committee in ferreting out party liners in key jobs on the 
Labor Board—he refused. Why? 


« * 


I’ our West Virginia listening post isn’t too full of hillbilly liquid 

cheer, we can take his word that Van Bittner, C.I.0. mid- 
western representative, is telling all and sundry listeners that his 
wayward chief, John L. Lewis, will shortly support FDR. 


« Kk * 


SN’T it about time Danton’ Walker, Daily News columnist, 

stops plugging the Nazis witha consistency which we’re sure 
Joe Medill Patterson, who hasn’t forgotten his days on the 
Socialist Party's National Executive Committee, must find 
annoying—if he reads the stuff. 


* * * 


VERY section of the Communist apparatus has been given the 
word to go after Sidney Hillman. Wai 
declared on the A.C.W.A. chief even if he hadn't turned down 
John L.'s attempt to place Jimmy Matles, C.P. whip in the C.L.O. 


electrical union, on the defense advisory labor ¢ 


would have been 


* “ * 

Be cAUSE of unwanted support from the Coughlin-Catholie- 
Fascist eircles and publications, Willki: 

strong subtle drive for the ‘Jewish vote.” 






ts plan a 


3arton, of 


Bruce 
Batten, Barton, Durstine and Osborne, is the man in charge. 


A= Anna Louise Strong’s article on the Balties in 

“Friday,” and Dan Gillmor’s tie-up with the New York 
Emergency Peace Mobilization, the magazine Friday should 
register with the State Department as an agent of a foreign 
government, 





*x x 

WO new fronts have been added by the comrades to the long 

and tiring lists of networks slung by the Comintern through 
the professions. One is the ‘Lawyers Committee to Keep the 
United States Out of War,” the othe : the “Negro Playwi ights,”’ 
sponsored by Stalin-stooges Pr Robes Richard Wright, Mar 
Yergan, Langston Hughes, Ben 1 all the lads. The 
trade unions for support of a September 6 nerfo 

OISE being made by the Daily Worker and the Fretheit over 

Theodore Dreiser's support the Chicago Peace Mobilization 
reminds Leon Dennen that although the ¢ nmunists are gleeful 
ove the erstwhile novelist’s 37 pport they barred him from speak- 
ng at the Congress of the Stalinoid “League of Ame Writers” 
because of his anti-semitic statements made an exchange of 
lette ted the Nation. D ¢ ( l the Jews typical 
Goebbels style, saying among other things that “the Jews control 


Dennen tells of the group of Stalinist leaders who went to 
Dreiser urging that he retract his statement. The group was 
led by Cultural Commissar Alexander Trachtenberg ... a short, 
stocky, bald-headed, sinister-looking man with bulging black 
eyes and black-painted, pirate-like moustachios. During the 
heated “discussion,” Dreiser suddenly turned to Trachtenberg, 
shrieking: “Why do you stare at me? 
stiletto? Here, stab me in my heart!” ... 


Where is your 





'ter that incident the New Masses asked its writers to go to 


work on t novelist as one ft yunty lance? anti 
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Reich Labor Front “Efficiency” Impresses Somes, 


Americans, Suppresses All German Workers 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 
FILITARY invasion is not the beginning 
but the final touch of the totalitarian war 

against democracy. The Nazis do not attack 
physically before their prospective victim is 
isolated from the rest of the democratic world. 
Just as England had to be “neutralized” be- 
fore Hitler could kill Czechoslovakia, the 
Nazis must “neutralize” the U.S.A. in order 
to pick off England. 

For the Nazis, propaganda is not just a 
method to proselyte but a military instrument 
of first importance. Everything that makes 
America doubt whether England is really fight- 
ing democracy’s battle, everything that makes 
America ask herself, whether in fact the Nazi 
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Courtesy of the New York Times 


Strength, but no joy. 


revolution does not represent, after all, some 
barbaric but “objectively” progressive order, 
is of direct strategic moment to Hitler’s gen- 
erals. To trouble democracy’s conscience dur- 
ing the European war is a military achieve- 
ment, tantamount to so and so many army 
corps, capital ships, air squadrons. 

A few weeks ago we were told by the ex- 
cellent writer of “Topics of the Times” of a 
highly significant editorial, “The Williams 
Record,” a college paper, published in its final 
issue of the college year. Called “Defense for 
What?”, it pointed out that a confused ill- 
informed and timid American democracy, in 
attacking Hitlerism, is attacking something 
vital, dynamic, rich in content, and capable of 
infusing its followers with a flaming faith. 
Nazism, wrote the college paper, glorifies the 
worker and the farmer. And the only mate- 
rial proof for its point is the statement that 
Nazism “admits the lowest sectors of the so- 
cial scale to cultural advantages hitherto 
dénied to them. This is done through the 
‘Strength Through Joy’ movement.” 

“HE opportunity to influence democracy’s 

intellectual youth in such fashion is to 





Nazis Mold 15 
French Dailies 
In Own Image 


(Before the fall of Paris the 
French press offered to the citi- 
zen of France 60 dailies and 12 
weeklies, representing every shade 
of opinion from Monarchist to 
Communist, and all in vociferous 
and often slanderous disagree-* 
ment with one another. Today 
only three dailies remain on the 
once loaded kiosks of Paris, and 
these have been completely taken 
oyer by the Germans; Les Der- 
nieres Nouvelles, which the Ger- 
mans themselves put out, Le 
Journal, which has become the a free, 
army newspaper of the Germans, 
and Le Matin. 

The complete German domina- 


fascism — 


tion. of the press is such that of Only our 
enraptured with their 


the 15 dailies and four weeklies Writers, 


now remaining in France, the lib- Wn rhetoric and shackled by 
shibboleths and archaic 
theories, are either unable or un- 
face reality and think 
their way through to a new orien- 
As the international crisis 
Le deepens, with each new victory 
for the totalitarian powers, they 
grow more bewildered, more con- 


eral and radical journals such as Various 
Le Populaire and L’Humanite 
have completely disappeared. Le 
Petit Journal, the organ of De La 
Rogque, La Croix, the Catholic 
paper, Le Figaro, L’Oecuvre, 
Temps, Le Journal des Debats, 
and. Paris-Soir, always strongly 
rightist and pro-fascist papers, 
are all that is left of the great 
French free press. 

Many of these papers are now 
appearing in the provinces, to 
which they removed when Paris 
fell, and they share the presses 
of hospitable local papers. The 
provincial papers, which were al- 
ways good, have stepped into the 
breach created by the absence of 
the Paris papers, which normally 
circulated all over the country, 
and have greatly increased thei 
circulation. Pierre Laval’s paper, 
Le Moniteur, is among the most 
important of these, since it is 


willing to 


tation. 


fused. 
a moment 


Archibald 


ciples, and 


democracy 
and “The 
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our vocal intelligentsia refuses to 


ported by American newspaper- 
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nature. 

Even the papers which are left 





as well as biologists c 
different inve!ved. 


threat of the f 
now a grim reality. 


democratic 
pends upon a decisive defeat of 
wherever it threatens 
and all that it stands for. 


I am not 


writers of 
MacLeish’s recent in- 
dictment of 
the post-war writers who, in their 
zeal to destroy the fiction of mili- 
tary glamour, have 
destroy all 


orous and unequivocal defense of 
in his 
Corruption of Liberal- 
ism” will help to dispel the fog 
which enveloped liberal thought 
im the United States for the past 


realize the 
freely and 
to thousands of 


women, and 





Nazism an asset of immeasurable value; and 
whenever you ask these helpless intellectual 
victims of totalitarian propaganda what makes 
them so hopeful for Nazism’s progressive func- 
tion, you hear always and everywhere the 
stereotype: “Strength Through Joy.” No other 
proof was ever offered to me, neither in print 
nor in discussion. This “Strength Through Joy” 
movement exerts mystic powers on the rea- 
soning of the democratic world, it is the out- 
standing feature of the ideological penetra- 
tion which precedes the military attack. 

Wallace R. Deuel recently published an ap- 
praisal of Hitler’s “Strength Through Joy” in 
the Saturday Evening Post. Speaking to 15 
million American readers, Mr. Deuel—unques- 
tionably as good a democrat as anyone, I am 
told—sends word from Berlin that “Strength 
Through Joy” has transformed Germany, so 
far as the workers are concerned, into a sort 
of promised land. (“The Nazi Nobody Knows,” 
Saturday Evening Post, July 27, 1940.) Deal- 
ing primarily with Dr. Robert Ley and the 
German Labor organizations which that gen- 
tleman controls, Mr. Deuel, read by 15 mil- 
lion Americans, gives at last a few figures 
about that miracle of “Strength Through Joy,” 
which institution he calls himself a main cause 
for “the Nazis’ successes with labor.” 

“The turnover of the organization (Strength 
Through Joy),’” says Mr. Deuel, “reaches 
astronomical figures. The total number of per- 
sonal ‘participations rose from 11,700,000 in 
1934, the first year ‘Strength Through Joy’ 
operated, to 93,660,000 in 1988, the last full 
peace year.” 

One wonders why Mr. Deuel believes this 
93.7 million person participation to be an 
“astronomical figure.” According to the offi- 
cial Nazi reports about 30. million Germans 
were compulsory members of the “Strength 
Through Joy” organization in 1938. Deuel’s 
“astronomical figure” merely reveals that every 
one of these members took part in some sort 
of “Strength Through Joy’-event about three 
times a year (events include ordinary film 
showings, “festive” meetings, and similar af- 
fairs). In the United States, where the pop- 
ulation amounts to only twice that of Ger- 
many, 80 million persons go to the movies— 
every week! (Which produces the more near- 
ly astronomical figure of 4 billion persons par- 
ticipating annually.) ‘ 

* * ie 

HE “Strength Through Joy” miracles, used 

for publicity propaganda all over the world, 
constitute the most effective bluff in modern 
advertising methods. The simple truth is that 
in 1938 Germany’s workers and employees had 
to pay about one per cent of their total yearly 
income to Dr. Ley’s ingenious creation, the 
“German Labor’ Front” which runs_ the 
“Strength Through Joy” organization—a neat, 
round 350 million marks a year ($140,000,000). 
Under American conditions, this levy would 
net about 450 million dollars annually. 
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A small part of the German working 
masses’ contributions to Dr. Ley was returned 
to them in the form of subsidies for vacation 
cruises and similar over-advertised “achieve- 
ments.” 

The two magnificent “Strength Through 
Joy” ships, which Mr. Deuel praises so highly 
in his.article, were actually built as troop 
transports (and used as such in 1940) and 
paid for with “Strength Through Joy” taxes. 
In five years “600,000 persons have taken part 
in these high-sea cruises,” Mr. Deuel tells us. 
“They have done so, furthermore, at astonish- 
ingly low cost. A round trip to Madeira, for 
example, with landings at Lisbon and Madeira 
or the Azores, costs only 100 marks.” 

One hundred marks, you sce, represent the 
two weeks’ wages of a highly skilled German 
worker, and if a skilled worker in New York 
wanted to spend his wages for two weeks on 
a vacation cruise he could get for his money 
a cabin on a luxury steamer. (Luxury cruises, 
with a few days’ stay at Bermuda, are avail- 
able from 45 dollars per round trip from New 
York.) 

But even assuming that “Strength Through 
Joy” would have to pay an additional 100 
marks for each one of these 600,000 passengers 
during five years, it would still be a mere 
60 million marks as compared with the 1.5 
billion marks the Germans had to convribute 
during these five years to “Strength Through 
Joy”—an equivalent of 4 per cent (or just 
about the interest a bank would pay on the 
sum collected from the German workers by 
Dr. Ley). 

Ms * oa 
I COULD not help chuckling when I came 
across the following highlight in Mr. 
Deuel’s ‘extravagant appraisal of “Strength 
Through Joy”: 

“Costs to members are kept at correspond- 
ingly low figures for ‘Strength Through Joy’s’ 
other activities. A Berlin workman or white- 
collar employee can spend a week skiing in 
the Bavarian Alps, including rail fare both 
ways and lessons from an_ instructor, for’ 
forty-four marks.” 

When I lived in Vienna we used to spend 
about 65 Austrian shillings for a week’s skiing 
in the Austro-Bavarian Alps, including rai 
fare, instructor, and board (with plenty of 
butter)—just 40 marks. That was before 1933, 
of course—before Strength invaded Austria 
and Joy became a government business. No 
one made us any presents, the 40 marks came 
out of our own pockets, and no American mag- 
azine made any fuss about it. 

I always suspected that an intellectual is a 
man who writes but cannot read. Let us hope, 
nonetheless, that the boys at Williams and 
other American colleges have still a chance 
to improve their education’ and to read the 
facts, before they finally make up their mind 
that American demgcracy has something to 
learn from Hitler. 


Intellectuals’ Obscurantism Cloaks 
Hesitancy to Clearly Face War Issue 


By LEON DENNEN 


“It is not at all to preserve any 


fascists to destroy all the 


too, have long since come 


BELIEVE we have an immense stake in this war, James Truslow Adams, the historian, 
recently wrote. 
life, whether of individuals or nations, is eae in flux. It cannot. be static, and historians 
an testify to the need for constant change. There is something quite 
The fundamental basis required for human advancement is threatened.” 
Few socially-conscious Americans fail to realize today that the death-struggle between 
the powers of totalitarianism and democracy is rapidly approaching its final stage; that the 
values that civilized mankind cherishes most, is 
The firm belief that if Hitler and his black and red satellites win, 
force, not spirit, will rule, and free men will be crushed by rulers drunk with power is 
widespread and profound among the people of the United ‘States. The vast majority of 
our organized workers, 


particular territorial status quo, because 


to the realization that the existence of 





America de- : , 
rushed into print 
“positive” 
to save democracy. 
radical and liberal nature, “he 
bring confusion at a 


intellectual clarity. 


peace.” 
suggesting even for doubt, 
that we do not have 
courage and _ vision. we 
Lewis Corey, on the 
the “Irresponsibles,” ; ai 
tion Period, 
a “new” 
helped to where the proletariat, 
faith in moral prin- 
Lewis Mumford’s vig- 





“Men Must Act” 





t when blood flows 


bombers carry death 
Thomas Mann 


Innocent men, 
children, it is futile 


which the Germans have permit to don the cloak of the “objec Thomas Mann who 
ted to exist because they never tive” historian and evaluate “crit- totalitarianism 
offered any resistance, show the ically” all the phases of this cies ee eee 
marks of restraint. The death of dram AN, rhe ia 

free journalism in France is per Even though the world is jr 

haps best indicated by the fact flames and demoes icy is Rye Bx : 

that the dailies appearing in oer they in ist on sateieiaibeaa sn New Rogen. 
Vichy now have only one sheet 0 fective” and weieh with the re Tovarisch Cowley 
news, except for one day in the cise scale of the scientific analvst 


week, 


U.S. Labor Dept. Settles 
352 Controversies 

The Conciliation Service of th¢ 
U. S. Department of Labor dis 


posed of 352 situations involving trary 
99,348 workers last month, Secre- 
tary Perkins reported this week. cratic 


twelve of There 
strikes, radical w: 


Two hundred and 
these situations were 
threatened strikes, lock-outs, and 
controversies, 


] f 
editor ol 


Granville 


~ } consistent maligning of these who for a long time warned that 
the League was a literary facet of the Comintern. 





} or | New Republic, is hardly worth noticing, 
that it is typical vindication of the critics of red totalitarianism 


t details of the events 
Calmly they spin for years. Now he 
( lal We bs ; 
our writers are indif 
ld On the ¢ j 
are all avowed and 


lers of our demo and all its Stalinoid 
hardly a liberal o1 
from the lowliest 

R blic t 
New vepudillc to 


Hicks, who has not 


with some 
program of “action” 
True to their 
however, they 


there is an imperative need for 


Waldo (Frank visuali 
what laboriously to be sure 
socialized state of America which 
will be a union of persons. and 
groups of persons working in an’ is a “limited racket,” he would 
economy of plenty, a union of now throw in the waste basket 
peoples and a confederation of 

A beautiful 
but in terms of present- 
day reality it is merely empty 
and meaningless rhetoric. 


disappointed in Stalin’s “Transi- to go 
comes forward with 
Transition 


its title as the “Vanguard of 


Apostasy, Inc. 


Not so long ago he threw everything in 
writer at the Committee for Cultural Freedom for saying the 
very things he so apostately prints in a recent edition of the 


Stalinite with ingrown Stalinism remembers that he helped or- 
ganize the League in 1935, and that he was its vice-president 


Cowley’s break with the League, his letter in the new pathetic 


Mr. Cowley’s apostasy should hardly eradicate memory of 
his facile vituperation of those who bled decency at a higher 
premium than ubiquitous C.P. job machinery, his history as 
a fellow-tourist through the purge period, and Nazi pact months. 


Socialism,” would make a sort of 
united front with the farmers, 
engineers, and other useful section 
of the American middle-class and 
work for a socialism that will 
“express and realize the interest 
of all useful functional groups 
izes—some- within society.” 

“a John Chamberlain, too, has a 
program. ‘Having made the dis- 
covery that the Democratic State 


merely 
time when 


Russia’s NEP (Lenin’s 
idea, no famous New Economic Policy) 
and substitute for it a “perma- 
nent NEP,” for, he tells us, “NEP 
was Jeffersonian before it was 
Russian, and there is no reason 
abroad to look for the 
native article.” This, however, 
must not be confused with the 
“Planned ‘Collectivism” of Pro- 
fessor °Max Lerner, the enfant 


Soviet 


other hand, 


Program 
stripped of 





[': several months ago, some one on the 

Left had predicted that political axe- 
wielder Malcolm Cowley would resign from 
the Comintern’s League of American Writ- 
ers, charging that its activity paralleled 
that of Father Coughlin, Henry Ford, Cath- 
olic Fascists and the Chicago Tribune, that 
prognosticator would have been verbally 
shillalahed by every intellectual from Co- 
lumbia University to Hollywood. 

But Mr. Cowley has deserted the Browder 
boys, creating himself in the image olf 
quit a long time ago over the issue of 


his editorial type- 


with the worst instincts of an outgoing 


bids for the job of dismantling it, after 


except for the fact 


fronts. 

















British women train for messenger duties to relieve men “for other tasks. 


British Prefer Fighting for Liberal 
“Empire” to Yielding to Nazis 


. re), 








Mr. Hoover, our former pres- 
ident, is an appeaser too. 
Some time ago he took a trip 
to Germany and was "im- 
pressed" with its “achieve- 
ments." Today he talks of 
the inevitable German "'vic- 
tories" and the necessity of 
dealing with the Reich. 


terrible of American pseudo 
liberalism. 
TT? the average man or woman 
in search of a _ solution for 
our present social, economic and 
political chaos these programs 
will offer little enlightenment. 
But even one who is schooled in 
the jargon of our social philos- 
pr and critics will discern 
that these are not programs for 
action but programs of escape 
and despair. 

All of these program-writers 
agree that Marxism must be re- 
vised. Most of them have in mind, 
of course, the Comunist distortion 
of Marxism; few of them have 
anything to substitute for the 
Marxian “dogma” which they 
either want to revise or discard. 
It is noteworthy that not in one 
of these programs will one find 
any reference to a definite socio 
political philosophy; not one of 
them refers to an organized group 
which is to realize these programs 
in life. 

Never before, it is true, was it 
so necessary for us to revaluate 
our views honestly in the light 
of present-day events—the essence 
and soul of these events. But 
never before, too, was it so nec- 
essary for us to reassert our de- 
votion to the cause of democracy 
and, more specifically, to the 
moral principles of Social De- 
moocracy. 

All that our “Men of Letters” 
(particularly those who have be 
come disillusioned with the flesh- 
pots of Stalinism) are capable of, 
however, is unthinking and brash 
rhetoric. Their literary debates 
and quarrels 
weekly journals lack all coherency 
and direction. At times they im- 
press one as market-place brawls, 
although our writers, unlike mat 
ket-women, operate with literary 
and philosophical curse words 


carried on in the 


The irresponsibility of our lib 


eral literati is perhaps best dem 
onstrated in their frivolous atti 
tude towards the present wa 


In the Saturday Réview of Liter- 
ature of June 15, ‘Waldo Frank 
complains bitterly—and justly so 
—that Professor Max Lerner has 
indulged in a typical Stalinist 
amalgam. “Because of certain 
reasons which I 
plain,” writes Mr. 


carefully ex 
Frank, “I do 
not accept the season’s hysterical 
adoration of Grapes of Wrath, 
and because (for obviously dif 
ferent Associated 
Farmers of California also do 
not accept the book, Mr. Lerner 
identifies me with the Associated 
Farmers! Because I have certain 
differences (carefully expounded) 
with ‘Marxist socialism, and so 
(Continued on Page Seven) 


reasons) the 


By JOHN DAVIS 
Ghote City Councillor 
Goan. Scotland (Passed by the censor).—Events take place 
so rapidly and under present circumstances postal services 
are hampered so that one’s comments on changing facts tend to 
become unreal by the time they are published in another country. 

Just now the whole of Britain, indeed, the whole world is waiting 
for the mass bombing attack on this little island. Until now we 
have net tasted war as our continental comrades have, war that 
has devastated their land, destroyed their towns, uprooted their 
homes, sent them as derelict refugees to foreign lands. 

The British people can only grieve with the victims of Nazi 
aggression and pledge ourselves to continue the fight until the 
brute beast of totalitarianism has been destroyed or the entire 
resources of the British Empire have followed the European 
democracies into eclipse. 

While only comparatively small scouting parties of Nazi bombers 
have up to the present disturbed our nightly rest in some places 
here, the prospect of incessant bombing in our industrial centers 
is in the air. 


i these circumstances I want to say something to our friends, 
in safer places, of how our people are comporting themselves 
in this emergency. 

We are not any braver than other people; we do not look with 
any easiness of mind to the prospect of myriad bombers hurling 
devastation and death from the blue sky. 

“But we have the disastrous experiences of our ill-fated friends 
in Europe to learn from. And their tragic end to inspire us to 
Certainly the new situation appears to have given the 
h determination to complete the job 


fight better. 
sritish people a new and fre 
we took on hand last September. 

Some of us have been life-long critics 
have not been’ sparing in our criticism of the black patches in the 
history of the British Empire. Today our Labor Party is the head 
and front of the people in defense of the empire and all it stands 
for in the world. And the greatest 
defenders today. 

This anomaly is due to two things; the influence of reformers 
in modifying the nature of British Imperialism and the inhuman 
character of Nazi-fascism. 

The fact is that the British conception of empire is now much 
better than its critics have alleged, even if it is worse than its 
admirers imagine. — 


f imperialism, and we 


greatest critics are the 


There is a degree mocracy and _ self- 


determination in the Commonwealth of 
Nations that bespeak 


its people in the future. The principle that holds 





der freedom for all 


the integral units of the British Empire togethe: 
is friendship and mutual understanding and a 
common desire to maintain the best elements 
of civilization. 

The destiny of Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa and Canada rests entirely with the par- 





liament of each dominion. The Imperial Par- Churchill 

liament has no say in the internal arrangements 

of these states, or in their external policy. They represent a union 

of free states, based on something like the principle of federal 

union, which is much talked of these day 

E hee greatest criticism of the British Empire is offered against 
our handling. of the Irish and Indian problems. On the status 

of India and other colonies, notably in tropical Africa, the whole 


structure of the British Empire is condemned. 
There may be debate on the stage which the primitive people 
of any area have reached in their faltering steps towards self- 


determination. Indeed, the Attlee-Churchill Government has shown 


in the “Colonial Development and Welfare Bill,” recently passed 
in the House of Commons, that its deliberate policy is to encourage 
the placing of responsibilities of government in the hands of the 
native peoples. The Indian National Congress Party, appreciating 
the government’s policy, proposes deserting the policy of non- 
violence in order to resist Nazi aggression. 

There are Irishmen who suffer from the one absorbing idea that 
continuous injustice has been done to their island throughout 
history, and they leap with ecstatic fanaticism into the cauldron 
of individual terrorism even though they know that the chances are 
that they themselves will be enveloped in the boiling broth. 

Now there has been a complete reaction to this hysterical anti- 
British attitude in view of the decided threat to all liberties with 


the advance of fascism. And nobody realizes the danger more than 
the Irish thinkers and politicians of all parties, including the most 
extreme left groups. 

It is generally conceded that even the Irish difficulty will be 





solved given goodwill and understanding between the two peoples; 
but hope must be abandoned in the event of a Nazi victory in this 
war. For this reason the leaders of all three political parties 
of the Dail have made a united appeal for volunteers to meet the 
danger of German parachute troops who might desire to make 
the Free State a jumping-off ground in their attack on Britain. 
freee fact is there have ( black periods in the listory of the 

British Empire, but there is a time factor in history as in most 
things, and the days of exploitation of nationals for the bencfit 
of the mother country are over 

On the other and, an inspiring tradition of political, civic, 
lucational, and religious liberty has been established within the 
framework of the British Empire as a result of the labors of early 
reformers. A worthwhile democratic structure has been hammered 
nto shape by generations of pioneers who have handed down a 
! 101 e for us 10 have priv e to follow them 

The extent of these successes is indicated by the fact that a 
trade union (one time an outlawed organization) has placed at 
the disposal of the Goverr nt a million dollars free of interest 
i the prosecu I 1 fi; l 

Again is conception of empire what is the Nazi ideal? 
How do e Nazis trea Ippo ] feriot people? We have 
ec! ow reat e Jew Gern bes | is too 
horr le no debasement was oO Nn ) I I LdIstie oul 

I treatment of enlightened reformers, Socialists, trade union- 

or even rr rious reformers is been equally barbaric 
To hand over our colonies or ourselves to this despotism would 
t merely turn the clock back, it would destroy the mechanism 

of e clock of progress for , ra s 

It is there etd understandable why we meet this danger of 


continuous bombing or actual invasion with hearts of steel instead 
»f stone. Whatever is in store for the British people in the present 


fight, it certainly is the united and determined will of our people 
that the fight should continue even though it is continued alone, 
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\_ Lindbergh, America’s Quisling —__{[______ 
U.S. Cliveden Set Turns Flyer Into Nazi Fellow-Traveler No.1 | 





GomeTHING generally overlooked in Colonel 
Lindbergh’s much discussed Chicago speech 
is its Machiavellian cleverness and duplicity. If 
this is what the ideology of latter-day non- 
intervention comes down to in the mouth of its 


principal spokesman, its shining knight, then 
the ideology must be regarded as decidedly 
slippery. | 

Cleverrress glistened in those parts of the 


flying colonel’s speech that were especially de- 
signed to ‘fit American prejudices. The frequent 
allusion to “foreign war,” for example, was 
something |meant to strike an especially re- 
sponsive chord, yet almost every war except a 
civil war jis a foreign war. Most American 
wars have been foreign wars. 

The Revolutionary War and the War of the 
States were civil wars, but just because they 
were a domestic product they are surely en- 
titled to nov special preference. The war of 1812, 
the Mexican wars, the Spanish-American war, 
the Philippine war and the World War were all, 
on the’ other hand, “foreign” wars. 

Unless a war is a civil affair it is bound to 
be “foreign,” involving as it does a clash of in- 
terests betwéen .two sovereign states. The ques- 
tion to be determined, of course, is not whether 
a war is “foreign’’ but whether it involves the 
general interests of the country. As long ago 
as the 18th century the United States made war 
against the North African sultans and pashas 
who were preying on American commerce in 
the Mediterranean. That was a “foreign” war. 
Should it not have been fought? 

* x « 


qc. LINDBERGH’S plea for “non-interfer- 
ence of America in the internal affairs of 
was also homespun for American prej- 
udices. Americans, understanding their own de- 
sire not to suffer European intereference in 
their home affairs, can also understand a sim- 
ilar appeal on behalf of Europe. 

Like a postgraduate Machiavelli the ghost- 
writer for Col, Lindbergh (come out from be- 
hind that typewriter, William R. Castle) neg- 
lected to mention, however, that the internal 
affairs of Europe are often really the affairs 
of the whole world. Politically, socially, and 
economically almost the whole world is Eu- 
ropean in all matters except local police admin- 
istration. 

Of what Europe consist? In 
place, there is the continent 
geographical borders do not define Europe, 
however much Col. Lindbergh and his Nazi 
friends may profess to believe otherwise. 

Europe aiso includes the whole of Africa, all 
of the Mediterranean Sea, the Straits of Gibral- 


Europe” 


the first 
itself. Sut the 


does 


ter, the Suez Canal, the whole of the Near East, 
Russia and Siberia, the Gulf of Aden and the 
Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, India, French Indo- 
China, the Dutch East Indies, Singapore, Hong 


Kong, Australia, Canada, British and French 
and Dutch West Indies, Dutch Gulnea, British 
Honduras, and all the sea lanes and air ways 


around these and many other parts of the world. 
While local European conflicts over strictly 
European questions (I mean questions having to 
do with the purely internal administration of 
Europe) are hle, the present conflict is not 
one of them but concerns the larger Europe, the 
whole world. And while conflicts over the 
destinies of the larger Europe can conceivably 
be localized in Europe the present conflict, after 
the collapse of France, can no longer be so 
localized. It is spreading all over. 
Those impressed by Col. Lindber; 
ing might stop to ask themselves if they believe 
the Nazis are concerned with the affairs of Lit- 
tle or of Greater Europe. If it is the former, 
then the United States can afford to stand aside. 
But if Greater Europe is involved, and if Nazi 


possi 


S reason- 








Appeaser Ernest Weir 


14, 1940, as 


that 


GardenCities-- 3°00" 


the benefits which have become possible unde 
programs of the Social Security Act—will not note August 


plans for Greater Europe menace the United 
States and seem likely to be carried out, then 
it is no longer a question of the “internal affairs 
of Europe” but a question of the internal af- 
fairs of the United States. 

The United States is bounded on four sides by 
Greater Europe, and the fortunes of Greater 
Europe are of deep concern to every American. 
On the north there is Canada, a European 
dominion, and if Canada is to be a German, 
Japanese, Russian or Italian possession bar- 
gained for at a peace conference it means some- 
thing to every American. On the east is the 
Atlantic Ocean, a Greater European ocean tor 
control of which German and English airplanes 
and ships are now contending. 

If control of this ocean lies in the hands of 
those who understand world political, social and 
economic organization more or less as we do, it 
means one thing to us. But if control of the 
ocean falls into the hands of those with radically 
different conceptions, it means that we will have 
to adjust our notions to those of the new con- 
querors—or fight. 

To the south lies Latin America, virtually an 
economic colony of Europe. The internal admin- 


Col. Lindbergh really believe it? Does his ghost- 
writer really believe it? 

The Nazis are rapidly reaching out for ob- 
jectives of deep concern to the United States. 


The whole of the waterway from Gibraltar to 


the Indian Ocean, in normal times heavily 
traveled by American ships, is one Nazi ob- 
jective. The route around the Cape of Good 


Hope is another. The waters to the west of 


continental Europe are a third objective. And, 
it goes without saying, the airways over these 


waters are also objectives of Nazi planning. 

Now, if the European Allies had held the 
Nazis to a stalemate at the least, it might have 
been advantageous for the United States to 
pursue a strict policy of non-intervention, for a 
fairly even balance of power on the European 
continent would have guaranteed the United 
States against any one-sided European rule in 
any part of the world. But the Nazis have not 
been held. They have broken through, and are 
pounding the last bastion of European opposi- 
tion. 

What can the Nazis do to the United States 
if they achieve their main objectives with refer- 
ence to Greater Europe? Anyone who imagines 


e 
Europe would in short order 
entering wedge of economic Nazism into the in- 
ternal affairs of the United States. 

This export cartel, and Nazi economic domi- 
nance over wide areas of the world, would un- 
questionably affect American labor standards. 
Labor in England and the United States today 
is highly organized, and the labor organizations 
of the two countries complement each other in 
the world market. But the Nazis and_ their 
Italian and Russian allies are opposed to in- 
dependent labor organizations, gnd favor low 
living standards for workers. As economic 
penetration carries Nazi labor standards deep 
into the world market, buttressing traditionally 
low German, Italian, Russian and . Japanese 
standards with military forces on a world scale, 
American labor standards cannot help but be 
affected adversely. 

This apart, the collapse of the British Empire 
—which is pre-supposed in any visualization of 
Nazi victory—will mean a general collapse of all 
values throughout the world, labor values, com- 
modity values, and security values. As these 
world values fall the total social organization 
of the United States will be affected. General 








MBRELLA-ISM is begin- 

ning to cast its ribbed 
shadow over this nation, 
creating an American Clive- 
den — Ferdinand Lundberg 
calls it the Lindbergh set. 
These men exert strong in- 
fluence on our industrial life. 
Among them are Thomas J. 
Watson, president of the In- 
ternational Business Ma- 
chines Co. and president of 





the International Chamber of 
Hitler Cc Henry Ford, 
James Mooney, head of the 


ommerce; 





From Hitler to Hoover 


Foreign Trades Department of General Motors 
and Knudsen’s assistant on national defense; 
Ernest T. Weir, chief of National Steel Co. 
and treasurer of the Republic Finance Com- 


mittee; Colonel Robert McCormick, publisher 
of the Chicago Tribune; Herbert Hoover, who 
if you recall was once president of these 


United States but who now has some influence 
through his directorship in several of the more 
powerful insurance companies; William R. 
Castle, Undersecretary of State under Hoover; 
and Captain Torkild Rieber, late of Texas 
Oil .Co. 

These are the appeasers, the men for whom 
Lindbergh, the erstwhile flying hero of Amer- 
ica’s youth, has been speaking. These are the 


men who urge commercial—and _political— 
liaison with Germany while they cry against 
interfering in Europe when aid to England is 
mentioned. These are the men who will create 
an American totalitarianism unless they are 
exposed and treated as they were in England, 
driven from political 
power, and forced by pub- 
lic opinion to resign from 
the influence they now 
have. 

In the accompanying ar- 
ticle Ferdinand Lundberg 
analyzes Lindbergh's speech, 
and exposes the men and 
ideology behind it. 





Hoover 








istration of Latin America may be either along 
lines roughly corresponding to ours, as now, or 
it may be along quite different lines to which 
we must adjust ourselves—or fight. 

The Pacific Ocean is, in the main, a European 





ocean, although in the Pacific European heg- 
emony is now in serious dispute. European 
political currents affect the Pacific, however, in 
those areas that border upon Canada, Siberia, 
the Dutch East Indies, Australia, Latin Amer- 
ica, Madagascar, Africa, and the French and 


British island possessions. 


— internal affairs of Greater Europe, then, 
are on our back end front doorsteps. So 
long as the contenders for power within Greater 
Europe are fairly evenly balanced the United 
States, seeking to guard its own interests, can 
remain less disinterestedly on the side- 
lines. But once the balance begins to favor one 
party preponderantly the United States must 
become interested in “internal European affairs” 
simply to protect its own doorsteps. If the bal- 
ance favors a party that has conceptions of so- 


more or 


cial organization bound, if put into practice 
within Greater Europe, to affect the United 
States fundamentally, then the United States 


as a matter of pure self-interest is bound to in- 
tervene actively to see that final organization 
takes place along the lines most suitable to its 
own developmen. 

The Nazis already have 
over all of continental Europe. 
believe that this is all they 


military hegemony 
But does any- 


one want? Does 


* the various 


that hard-headed American business men are 
going to abandon the rich commercial areas 
under Nazi control is simply daydreaming. 
American business men are going to seek to re- 
Nazis will welcome 





enter these areas, and the 
them with open arms. But cither through the 
government in Washington or directly to the 
business interests the Nazis are going to de- 
mand certain concessions. 
” * 
HESE concessions will mostly concern the 
internal affairs of the United States. Like 


countries that have had to adapt them to 
conquest, the United States will have to 
organize itself increasingly along Nazi lines 

or fight. The Nazis, for example, do business in 
terms of entire output, entire crops, and seem 
to prefer barter to money exchange. If Amer- 
ican business is to enter areas under Nazi con- 
trol it will therefore have to carry on this busi- 


other 


Nazi 


ness through a huge export tartel, with each 
business house pf&rticipating in the cartel being 
told what and how much he can sell, how it 


must be priced, ete. 

Such a cartel adapted to a Nazi world order 
would handle business 
and would control a sizeable chunk of Ameri 
economic activity. Saying that American for- 
eign business amounts to only 5 per cent of our 
economic activity means little, of course, when 
we consider all the subsidiary domestic economic 
activity that is dependent upon the 5 per cent 
of activity centered in foreign trade. The export 
cartel adapted to Nazi suzerainty over Greater 


a tremendous amount of 


_ Hive Years od Social Security Laws 


800,000 dependent children; and about 50,000 blind people. by 


and precipitate deflation will be the order of the 
day, plus a long train of bankruptcies and a 
severe rise in unemployment. With such devel- 
opments go others affecting the well-being of 
every citizen. 

Why should this be? Well, for one thing the 
economic organization of the United States 
dovetails pretty much on the world plane with 
the economic organization of England. London 
is the vast clearing house for shipping, insur- 
ance and credit commitments, and the solvency 
of large areas of the world depends entirely 
upon London. True, this business could just as 
well be handled elsewhere, and if it were merely 
a question of a transfer of power it would be a 
different matter. But the Nazis are out to in- 
stall an altogether different type of organiza- 
tion, an organization that is just about the anti- 
thesis of the one with which we conduct our 
affairs. If they succeed our internal affairs, in 
every department of life, will be deeply affected. 
necessary to point out what 
Nazism stands for socially: oppression of minor- 
bizarre race theories, book-burn- 
ing, opposition to free thought and free speech, 
authoritarian organization of every department 
line with exploded conception 
history, and so- 


It is hardly 


ity peoples, 


of social life in 
of human nature, economics 
ciology. 

“internal” affairs 
comes down to in- 
damnest about in- 


of the United 


Advocating “hands off” the 
of Europe at this point, then, 
viting the Nazis to do their 
terfering in the internal affairs 






By Mrs. ANNA M. ROSENBERG Union has approved public assistance plans in the three now in full operation. Originally a program which pro 

Reyional Director Social Security Board categories I have just mentioned: aid to the aged, aid to vided only monthly bene fits for retired workers, it has 

: : the blind, aid to dependent children. Under these plans, become a program for the entire family unit. For this 

A FEW weeks ago the Soeial Security Act was five years administered by the States themselves, the Federal gov- new program now provides supplementary benefits for 
old. It was approved on August 14, 1935; it was ernment matches, in varying degrees, the amounts which the aged worker whose wife is also 65 or more; it provides 
extensively amended last summer, with most of the the States themselves under proper social and adminis- monthly benefits for the married worker who dies leaving 
amended ‘provisions going into effect January 1, 1940. trative safeguards give to those in need of these three aged parents who were totally dependent upon him; and 
I imagine that most of the people of this country forms of public assistance. More than two million needy most important of all, it provides monthly benefits for 
including those who are now directly participating in aged are receiving financial aid under this program; about the widow and dependent children of a worker covered 


should die, 
readers of 


this program if he 


I think that for the this 


tremendous social and economic implications of such 


regardless of ag 
newspaper the 


aX 











By Ferdinand Lundberg 
become the efficient States, and this is what Col rgh’s idea 
amounts to. 
Yet, although Col. Lindbergh suggests that 


we keep out of European affairs, he 
to “take the lead in offering a plan for peace.” 
By offering such a plan we course, be 
interfering in the affairs of Europe, but in this 
connection it would be in a way desired by 
Hitler, who has often of late call for peace so 
that he might consolidate | t gains. 
Increasing military pressure time is 
something Hitler does 1 ] 


A‘ an 


stands in a somewhat pect 
wants us to be an isolationis every respect 
wherein our intervention would embarrass Hitler 
but he wants us to be an interventionist along 
those lines’ that would benefit Hitler. The 
colonel’s speech makes him out to be a eve 
salesman for Hitlerism, and it is n wonder the 
speech was roundly applauded i Nazi press. 
Willi Schlamm already nt molished Lind- 
bergh’s conception of a “poor Germany” fight- 
ing against a “rich England,” pointing out that 
“poor Germany” had no difficulty building one/ 
of the most expensive war machines of modern 
times, a machine that would cost the United 
States about $80 billion to duplicate. It is mot! 
necessary, then, to criticize any further Lind- 
bergh’s conception of the “have-nots” fighting 
the “haves’—a conception that was 


wants us 





would, of 











“isolationist” Col. herefore 


liar light. He 


t in 





has 


speech. 

“Civilization” 
the United States and Germany, according to 
Col. Lindbergh, and here a nice point is raised: 
What connection have the Nazis with civiliza- 
tion? Scholars throughout the world for sev- 
eral years have cited facts tending to show that 
the Nazis were falling back upon medieval and 
even pagan political and social conceptions.. If 
the practices of headchopping, police torture and 
minute surveillance over the lives of the citi- 
zenry represents civilization, if the burning of 
books and the destruction of major works of art 
represents civilization, if the hounding of death 
of respected artists, scholars and scientists rep- 
resents civilization, then the Nazis truly repre- 
sent a phase of civilization. ’ 

Perhaps Col. Lindbergh has something espe- 
cially Nazi in mind when he introduces the con- 
ception of “civilization.” Perhaps he includes 
within the scope of the word the dragooning of 
women into bearing children. Perhaps he also 
includes aimless procreation by soldiers on leave 
in concert with hapless women, total strangers, 
in order that the State shall have children. And 
perhaps robbery and looting, burning and pil- 
lage, fall within the scope of the conception the 
colonel has in mind. 

If it does then Col. 
from the mainstream of 
ideals. Judging by his 
writings about race and geo-politik in “Reader’’ 
Digest,” I should say that he is as far away as 
the Brown House of Munich, and that he is noth 


Lindbergh is far away 
American thought and 
latest speech and his 





ing but a Nazi masquerading as an American 
hero. Austria had its Seyss-Inquart, Czecho- 


slovakia its Henlein, France its La Rocque, and 
England its Sir Oswald Moseley. Why should 
not the United States have its Lindbergh ? 


By suggesting that the United States “eo- 
operate” with Germany, Col. Lindbergh let the 


mask fall with respect to his isolationism as well 

his pacifism. If the United States cooperates 
with a victorious Germany on the world stage 
It cannot at the same time practice isolationism; 
but will be a post-war pro-fascist interventionist. 
And if the United States cooperates with a vi¢e- 
torious Germany, representing the greatest war 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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Soviet Forts Near Alaska Aids 
Axis Encircle United States 


(Continued from Page One) 

pletely outside the sphere of Japanese ambi- 
tion. The United States has certainly never 
given Russia, the slightest cause for fear of 
aggression on our part. Alaska and adjacent 
territory have been left almost undefended by 
us. We must, therefore, accept the opinion of 
military men that Russia’s vast and secret mili- 
tary development in the Bering region is de- 
liberately and brazenly directed against the 
United States, in concert with Germany and 
Japan. It is part and parcel of the larger plans 
of aggression on the part of the Axis powers 
against this country and the entire Western 
Hemisphere. 

The scheme is only too apparent: 

While Germany and Italy will do their stuff 
from points they consider most advantageous 
in the North and South Atlantic—Greenland, 
Iceland, the Azores, and the West Coast of 
Africa nearest Brazil—and while Japan keeps 
the main torces of our Navy occupied in the 
central and eastern Pacific, Soviet Russia, after 
occupying Alaska, is to strike at our West 
Coast. 

To facilitate the Axis plans, the Communist 
Party and press in this country, which are part 
of the .Gestapo establishment operating on 
American soil, are pressing their propaganda 
against conscription and seeking in every way 
to hamstring our defense program. This is quite 
in line with the Communist activities in France 
and other countries before they were overrun 
by Nazi troops. 

Soviet Russia’s end of the Axis conspiracy 
is being supported by a raucous propaganda 
in the Soviet press. The tens of thousands of 
young soldiers and workers mobilized in the 
Bering region are being told that their destiny 
is to be conquerors of the world through Com- 
munist revolution. Their mission, according to 
a Vladivostok paper, is “first of all to get théir 
hands on Alaska, which so idiotically was sold 
to capitalist America by the Czarist govern- 
ment.” 

From the Soviet radio we learn the extent 
of the military preparations involved. Excellent 
bases of supplies have been established. More 
supply lines for civilian and military needs are 
being rushed to completion: 

On June 23, Soviet radio stations broadcast 
a program celebrating the eighth anniversary 
of the founding of the city of Komsomolsk, to- 
gether with the information that 14,000 laborers 
had begun work in the new Komsomolsk ship- 
yards. Komsomolsk is the chief base of opera- 
tions against Alaska. 

Additional information supplied by the Soviet 


Lindbergh, Nazi 


Fellow-Traveler 


(Continued from Page Five) 

ous light the peaceful professions of .Col. Lind- 
bergh and his adherents of the “Lindbergh Set.” 

Col. Lindbergh, it seems, is for isolation and 
non-intervention only when joint action with 
England is in question. ‘When it comes to the 
Third Reich, however, 
underwriting of Nazi war 


Lindbergh is in favor of 
cooperation and the 
conquests. 

Judging by his speech, what Col. Lindbergh 
really wants is immediate military intervention 
by the United States on the side of Germany. 
But, knowing that such a suggestion would not 
be at all well received, he wisely refrains from 
making’ it. 

The colonel’s speech in coolful analysis turns 
out to be a tissue of implied falsehoods and mis- 
applied conceptions. On its face it is dishonest 
in that it juggles the facts, as when he says that 
“whether England or Germany wins this war, 
Western civilization will still depend upon two 
great centers, one in each hemisphere.” Every- 
thing done by the Nazis has negated the concep- 
tion of civilization advanced by philosophers and 
artists from time immemorial. Even something 
so remote from proper political concern as hu- 
man love has been taken under political juris- 
diction by the Nazis, to be prostituted to the 
ends of a political bureaucracy. 

What neither Col. Lindbergh nor the members 
of his set are sensitive enough to see when they 
talk about “civilization” is that the Nazis in 
their own pronouncements have outdone all the 
atrocity stories ever invented. The Kaiser’s sol- 
diers were falsely represented as having cut off 
the hands of children, as having subjected wom- 
en to wholesale rape, and then as having slain 
the victims. Nobody has suggested that the 
Nazis have done anyhting like this, for the Nazis 
are truly guilty of a greater crime. They permit 
the women and children in the conquered artas 
to live—under the Nazi yoke. 

And what are we to say of Americans like 
James D. Mooney, of General Motors, Henry 
Ford, Thomas J. Watson, of International Busi- 
ness Machines, and Col. Lindbergh himself, who 
accept decorations from the hands of these rep- 
resentatives of a new kind of civilization? I 
submit that they ought to be pitied even as they 
are carefully watched. 

Machiavellianism 


1as only one weakness. It 
never works more than once. From this speech 
on Col. Lindbergh will be watched even more 
closely than he was watched by the press after 
he had flown the Atlantic. For he has disclosed 
himself as a Nazi fellow-traveler, and‘our No. 1 
ideological “Fifth Columnist.” 


Maligns Italians 
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ical field by LaGuardia, Poletti, and others. and 









by Antonini in the great emancipation of Italian 
working people from sweatshop exploitatior 
in order to trick t) velievinge that thev 
as a body are beings reated in tl 
United St VM pane harp on the 
alleged “terrorism” to which they are being 
subjected, on the “wave of ispicion and d 
crimination which disturbes the erenitv 
damages 1 ere f citiz of | 
origin,” on “base discrimination which deprives 
fathers of families of the work,” and so forth 
No facts are giv » fe I tance of njyustice 
are cited, but it is assumed that each reader 
will s ippose that compatrio n some other 
place are being actua V mized. Thus an 
atmosphere s to e create W c} Fascist 
spie and provocato ( Ci tu! r plans. 
Fort inately, tne t ng Italian- 
peaking workers na rad ? , whose 
experience of wo) e b vork 
ers of all other nationalities ir it harmor 
and wit enefit to all, with the pr and radio 
facilities for addressing the It: wopulation 
in their own language, « tut iluable 
defensive barrage inst the fa 


propa- 
ganda of falsehood. That barrage, Mr. Antonini 


assures us, will be maintained and strengthened. 





radio was that Amur Stal—the great Amur 
steel works—was now fully equipped to produce 
all the heavy military and inddstrial supplies 
formerly furnished by the war plants of the 
Ural regions. Four thousand workers are now 
employed by Amur Stal producing guns for the 
acifie fortifications and the islands and coast 
of the Bering region. More than 10,000 troops 
and workers are stationed on Bering Island, 
where the new Nikolsk fort has been estab- 
lished, directly opposite the American island of 
St. Lawrence. 

Komandorsky Island, off Kamchatka, has 
been cleared of all civilians not associated with 
military preparations. Only Soviet army and 
naval vessels are permitted in and around the 
waters of the island. But German naval officers 
continue to come and go. They are helping the 
2ussians build a submarine base on the island, 
from which American and Canadian shipping 
could be easily harassed. 

More than 1,000,000 Soviet political exiles— 
a vast army of G.P.U. slaves—are engaged in 
forced labor, building new lines of transporta- 
tion through Siberia—“the Great Siberian route” 
from Lake Baikal to Anadyrsk—to facilitate 
transportation from the interior to the new 
military, air, and naval bases being prepared 
for operations against the United States. 

This, in brief, is the picture. 

The preparations in the Far East for a joint 
Russo-German assault against this country find 
a counterpart in the assistance being given to 
Hitler by the U.S.S.R. in the West. The latest 
development there, as announced from Moscow 
on August 10, is the opening of the newly- 
extended Dnieper-Bug-Vistula Canal, connecting 
Odessa and Danzig by way of Kiev, Pinsk, and 
Brest-Litovsk. The new waterway will provide 
a means of cheap communication between the 
agricultural and oil regions ef Russia and in- 
dustrial Germany. This canal assures Germany 
of large supplies of Soviet oil for the Nazi 
planes attacking England. 

In the light of all these facts, is it not high 
time for Washington to make some official in- 
quiries from Moscow and take such action as 
the situation obviously justifies ? 

How much longer will the United States 
tolerate the presence of a Soviet Ambassador 
in Washington? 

And how much longer will the Communist 
Party here be permitted to carry on its traitor- 
ous activities in the guise of an American po- 
litical party ? 

We warn: 

The patience of the American people is not 
without end! 


Hoover Plan 
Aids Reich 


(Continued from Page One) 
not permit itself to become enmeshed in the 
Hitler-Hoover scheme. No doubt, Muny good 
people will join in approving Mr. Hoover’s un- 
dertaking for “humanitarian” reasons. 

Those who do so will make themselves parties 
to Hitler’s inhumanity and oppression. They 
will be joining in a program designed to help 
starve British men, women and children, and 
will be stabbing in the back the one nation 
whose courage and sacrifice alone stand between 
liberty and Nazi world domination. They will 
make themselves parties to an enterprise cal- 
culated to help Hitler destroy Britain and clear 
the road for Nazi aggression against the United 
States! 

As for Mr. Hoover, let the Logan Act be in- 
voked against him! He is interfering mis- 
chievously with the duties of those charged with 
the conduct of American foreign affairs and, 
thereby, jeopardizing the independence and se- 
curity of this country. 

In the light of his latest “philanthropic” ad- 
venture, his conduct on other matters affecting 
American foreign policy becomes a!l the more 
clear. It is he who has raised the slogan of 
“understanding with Hitler.” Together with 
Lindbergh, Henry Ford, Colonel McCormick, 
owner of the Chicago Tribune, and other lead- 
ers of American reaction he opposes any ma- 
terial aid to Great Britain and seeks to ham- 
string any comprehensive policy of defense by 
the United States, political and military, under 
the camouflage of a pseudo-patriotic isolation- 
ism. 

Mr. Hoover has become the “elder statesman” 
of the American Cliveden set. 

As such he must be exposed for the sake of 
British victory and the security of the United 
States! 

Where were his philanthropy and humani- 
tarianism when he sat in the White House look- 
ing on complacently upon the plight of millions 
of American unemployed? As President he 
fought to the last against Federal relief for 
the jobless, and it was only his fortunate exit 
from office which saved the lives of millions 
in this country. The bedraggled Bonus Army 
itten how Mr. Hoover, cowering 
and tre drove it from the capital with 
fire and sword. Today he is still among those 
who would abolish WPA and return relief to 
the tender mercies of local politicians as ‘“‘the 
American way” of helping the unemployed and 


destitute in our own land. 
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import contact was Rieber—who was ready 
to aid the Gestapo man spend some five million 
dollars now lodged in a San Francisco bank. 
This money was to go for the purchase of in- 
dustrial good will here, a * whi Was so 
iccessfully used in what ice ance, 
Another friendly to the Reich is Joseph Pew, 
Jv., chief of the anti-labor Sun Oil Company. 
Pew is the eastern backbone of the pro-fascist 
( 1 the Republic Party, controlling all of 
G.O.P Pennsylvania machinery. He op 
posed Willkie, backir the isolationist Taft of 
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-- An kditorial -- 


MR. LEYDA RETIRES 


N the wake of rising scandal created by The New Leader's 
recent series of exposes of Stalinist contro] and misuse 
of the Museum of Modern Art Film Library, Jay Leyda, 
Soviet-trained propaganda commissar and the Library's 
notorious assistant curator, has at Jast been fired. Pressure 
on the Museum of Modern Art reached a high point of in- 
tensity last week, when The New Leader (July 27) re- 
vealed the true story of the dismissal of Theodore Huff, the 
Library's authority on Griffith and the American film. Huff 
had long been an outspoken critic of the Communist agents 
and fellow travelers on the Library's staff. As a result, he 
incurred Leyda’s enmity and lost his job. But following 
The New Leader's expose, Curator Iris Barry had no other 
choice than terminate the services of Comrade Leyda. 

Leyda joined the Library staff in September, 1936. For 
nearly four years he had virtually unlimited authority in his 
capacity as ‘educator’ in the main reading-room. He was 
also the constant collaborator of Iris Barry in shaping the 
pattern of the Library's educational program. Leyda en- 
joyed great prestige among university students who were 
attracted to the Library through a new-born interest in the 
history of the movies. Thus, from the beginning, he was in 
an excellent position to influence and mold the minds of 
the younger generation. 

But Leyda's outstanding work in this field unquestionably 
was his ideological editing of Lewis Jacobs’ book, ““The 
Rise of the American Film."’ Together with Iris Barry, he 
helped Jacobs put out the first Stalinist ““history’’ of the 
American cinema. Like his propaganda among the college 
students, and his program notes on the Soviet film series, 
“The Rise of the American Film’’ represents the heritage 
of Jay Leyda as much as does the entire slant of the Film 
Library on the subject of motion pictures. 

Leyda’s dismissal from a post of major importance is a 
victory not only for The New Leader, which has protested 
his activities at the Film Library for some time past, but 
also, and equally, for the labor movement and for liberal 
democracy in the realm of American culture. It also con- 
firms the charges Seymour Stern has made in these columns 
against both the educational program and certain of the 
literature written, sponsored, and endorsed by the Library 
or individual members of the staff. 

We wish to express our gratitude to Messrs. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, John Hay Whitney, and John Abbott, director 
of the Mugeum of Modern Art, for their decision to rid 
this important institution of a destructive political agent. 
At the same time, however, we cannot but note that the 
cultural pattern and ideclogical intrepretation of films which 
Leyda was instrumental in putting across, is still being ad- 
vanced by his disciples, Iris Barry, Arthur Rosenheimer, 
and other fellow-travelers on the Library's staff. 

The New Leader therefore has no other choice than to 
continue exposing, in future issues, the heritage left by 
Jay Leyda, a heritage deeply embedded both in the 
Library's leadership and personnel, and in the pattern of 
its cultural program. 











JOAN BENNETT, surrounded by a stellar cast, is ine bewildered 
young wife of a Nazi in “The Man IL Married” at the Palace. 





FILM BASED ON '| MARRIED ‘RETURN OF FRANK JAMES' 
A NAZI' AT PALACE HELD AT ROXY 

“The Man I Married,” based Darryl F. Zanuck’s production, 
on Oscar Schisgall’s powerful “The Return of Frank James,” 
story “I Married a Nazi,” and starring Henry Fonda in_ the 
Anna Neagle in “Queen of Des-_ title role, will remain for a sec 
tiny” will be the attractions on ond week starting at the Roxy 
the double feature programs’ ‘Theatre. 
scheduled for showing in the The Fanchon and Marco variety 





Palace this week. presentation headlining Johnny 

In the dramatic revelations of Woods and Alice Dudley and 
a beautiful girl’s experiences with Kenneth Bostock, also remains 
the husband she thought she knew, for a second week on the Roxy 
Joan Bennett plays the young - stage. 
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Fritz Lang directed and Ken- 
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ducer 
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WILLIAM POWELL and ! 


tete-a-tete in 
the new comedy “I Leve You Again” at. the Capitol. 





Embassy Newsreel Shows “March of Time” 
Feature on Dutch East Indies 

The Embassy Newsreel Theatre at 46th Street and 

Broadway features this week the new and timely issue of 

the March of Time which graphically poses the problem of 

the Dutch East Indies and its role 

































in the defense plans of the 1 ne yutch 
States. ; Asia. 
Netherlands today is completely outhern 
under the dominati of the Nazi eae a 
government. This same govern- ror ii leets. 
ee is allied with the Tokyo : ! March of I . 1 for 
regime, hostile to the United 3s thoroughn 3S and accuracy as 
States. The Dutch East Indies are the fa 3 moving amd interesting 
the repository of the oil supply style ol presentat on has 
of the Orient—oil, the vital prod- made its contributions distinctive 
uct necessary to the functioning S¢reen reporting, ; vor 
. Jesides the March of Time 
issue, the Embassy The also 
“PRIDE AND PREJUDICE" shows 43 world-wide new eared 
SEEN BY 91,343 IN 4 DAYS and selected shorts 
Greated at the box office with 
the same enthusiasm with which Edward Ashley and E. FE, Clive. 
they were received by the crit- “Pride and Prejudice” based 
ics, Greer Garson and Laurence on the Helen Jerome dramatiza- 
Olivier, starring in M-G-M’s tion of the celebrated Austen 
“Pride and Prejudice,” will be novel, which was a Broadway 
continued for a second week at hit during the season of 
the Radio City Music Hall. 3. The screenplay s pre- 


4 . Ps ne , - Tox] ‘ ane 
Already, in the first four days pared by Aldous Huxley and Jane 





of its run, 91,343 persons have Murfin. Robert “4. Leonard di- 
crowded into the Music Hall to ted and Hunt Stromberg pro- 
ss , thé I 
see Olivier as the l tne mim. 
so contir at the Music 





and Miss Garson as 
prejudiced 


the beloved 





for a second week will 
spectacular stage revue 








which Jane be 








Austen poked itle fun at the “Lights and Shadows,” produced 
ughty society of the early 19th Florence Rogg’e, the talented 
urv by telline the tale of the g woman who directs the 

ive unwedded Bennet sisters and Hall’s Corps de Ballet. 
i fluttery mother’s frantic the. large cast are: 
‘ts to find husband } : Marie Grimaldi, 
Supporting the two stars is Hilda Eckler 
notable cast which incl E Hasburgh, dancers; 





mund Gwenn and Mary Ronert Landrum, 

















Mr. and Mrs. Bennet; Maureen UX Forrest, soprano; 

O’Sullivan, Ann Rutherford, Mar- Ray and Trent, comedy team, and 

sha Hunt and Heather Angel a the Rockettes, Ballet, Glee Club 

Miss. Garson’ four engaging and Symphony Orchestra. 

sisters: Edna May Oliver as t 

cr Id d er, Lad For a complete, informative, 

eee es . and accurate picture of the in- 

a ee. By Lester, ternational labor movement— 

Frieda Inescort, Karen Morley, Subscribe to The New Leader?! 
AR u ne ANC Spoils of Conquest— 
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New March of Time shows the Dutch East Indies 
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: OF course we 
= DIDN’T count ’em 

= WE were too 

= WEAK from laughing! 
THE funniest film in 
TEN years! 

COME and explode! 


POWELL and LOY 
“| LOVE YOU AGAIN” 


CAPITOL Bway & 51st 51 



















© Major Edw. Bowes, Mng. Dir. 
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RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL 


50th Street & 6th Ave. 


HELD OVER— 2nd WEEK 


HENRY FONDA 
The Return of 
FRANK JAMES 
Gene TIERNEY Henry HULL 


Jackie COOPER 
* ON OUR STAGE x 










HELD OVER—2nd Week 


Pride and Prejud'c2 
GARSON ° OLIVIER 
\ I 








M-G-M JOHNNY WOODS - DUDLEY & 
R BOSTOCK - THE SYLVIA FOUR- 
hd j lu S SOME - - BEN YOST’S NEW 
q YORKERS - GAE FOSTER GIRLS 
X ON THE GREAT STAGE PAUL ASH & ROXY ORCHESTRA 
\ LIGHTS \ND SHADOWS"—a AT THE AIR-COOLED 
w\ 3 nc} ae be ‘iite 25¢ Any Day 
‘ sie tol P.M. 
> 4 I Children 
-. a 7th AVE. & 50th ST. Always 15¢ 

















PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympa- 
thetic organizations are re- 
Rie Sud Pectars Qi} quested when planning theatre 
ANNA NEAGLE \\) parties to do so through the 
; or 38 , (| | Theatrical Department of THE 
)*(dueen Of Lvestiny (\ | NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 

Te ee ol quin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
naard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrical] Department, 
7 Rast 15th Street, New Yerk. 


JOAN BENNETT i 
LLOYD NOLAN { 
FRANCIS LEDERER i 
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SDF News 


ONFERENCES will be arranged in Chicago, Philadelphia, 

Los Angeles, Boston, Cleveland and other cities, initiated 

by the S.D.F. and to which will be invited labor, fraternal 

and sympathetic organizations and individuals, to organize 

independent campaign committees for the election of Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt and Henry Wallace. 

Prominent Social Democrats will speak at mass meetings 
arranged in these cities. Litera- 
ture is being prepared and radio ae ee oe ee ae 
broadcasts will be made, Watch ©! -*:™-™- meeting, and plans tor 
this column for announcements. nee 








meetings 





* * * 


Ludwig H. Gerber speaks on Street Meetings 

“Combating the Fifth Column in a— : 

the United States” over WEVD Friday, August 16 
Sunday, August 18, 10:15 p. m. d Walton Aves 
Pp. m. Spe i 


Roser att, 





* * * 





The Upper West Side Branch 
meets at Hotel Riverside Plaza, Brighton Beach and Coney 
253 West 73rd St., on Tuesday, Is land Ave., Brooklyn, 8:5 

Al 





ys 10. Elias Tartak will speak §S kers: ] 
n “Current Events.’ Louis Epstein. 
* * ¥ Monday, August 19 


A symposium conference on 
“American Defense and the var 
Against the Dictatorship: l 
be held at Camp Eden, Cold 
Spring, on the Hudson, Saturday 
and Sunday, August 17 and 18. 
The conference is arranged by Corner 170th St 








Tuesday, August 20 





the Jewish Socialist Verband and 8:30 p.1 - 
many prominent men of the labor i uidman 
movement will participate. The , a+ laa 

I I ( ind Avenue ( 





gee Oy ae rT 
cost per person is $4.50 for the Manhattan 
two days and it includes bus fare. 
Buses leave 11 a. m. Saturday, 


Speakers: © August 
Claessens, Gertrude Geilman. 


August 17, at 175 East Broad- Wednesday, August 21 
way, and at noon at Woodlawn Fine it Woveeas lant 
Station, L.R.T., Bronx. orne! raA\ arKway ana 





Sio0 p. m. 


: » aa 68th St rook 
Every recreational facility is 8th St., Brook 
| Claessens, 


on hand at Camp Eden, located Speakers: Au; 
in the heart of the Highlands of ‘Julia Primoff. 
the Hudson, a beautiful — aS 

and camp owned and operated | Friday, 
the Jewish Socialist Verband. Corner Brig 





eS ss Coney I 
Meeting of the Amalgamated %:29 Pp. 
Cooperative Branch in the Bronx, Lee, Louis 
Monday, August 19, at 8:30 

p. m., in the Assembly Hall. 
business of the meeting will 
a discussion on the A.L.P., report ander Schwartz, Sam Bobrowsky. 


maane and Writers 


(Continued from Page Two) 





Corner Burnside 























war threaten mankind. Professor Lynd blames his fellow social 
scientists for their failure to er: with the ems 

The history professors know all there is to know about 
underlying causes of the 1812 b innot help us a 
the war of 1940. The anthr st w all ab pubert 
rites among the Solomo) s, but ¢ yt ir ite n 
youth in to industry and a j no} sca he t 
cycles of the past, but cannot l us wh the next upturr l 
come. They can lecture to aduates abcut th yst 
gold standard. Som 4 can add heir i ) 
tip sheets for banks and investment companies. 

The sociologists can talk at net 
urban population but too oft 
the traffic problen t \ . Ww 
the historians and economists of ir accepted ‘ have 
shown the ability to lead society into more scientific and 1 
ways of life. 

Too many soci entis k t 1 hey rd ) 
collect facts, and n automaticall yn jirect lead w 1 
The scientist h: 
struggles or become 1 rit ar r MN Lro' ( ! Y 
problems. Thus the coll ha 
Professors have played f : ty first 
irrelevant questions concernil 
petitive enterprise. 

If knowledge is not going to be } esse 
needs of the moment, it w irelv be subn ‘ » ! 
forces of despair and desperation and the retreat 4 » rer 
which has marked recent developments Europe. Knowl 
must make for greater happiness among met iw er 
here and now, if it is @ y to s ts ¢« ( Wo 
education arose to fill the gaps left by ¢ ting education 
institutions and to stimulate them to social act a ! 
these pe rilou days. 
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Denies 


The local merchant will not try 
WORKMEN'S MUTUAL to ascertain where he can procure 
‘FIRE INSURANCE merchandise with the union labe) 
SOCIETY, Inc. the label. 
(ORGANIZED 1872) 


A Co-operative Fire I rranee 
Society Owned and Operat 


by Work ngmei 


Women can perform Gistinguished 
services for labor unions by de- 
manding the union label on every- 
100% Unionized yest that sare winds 


HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST Col umbia Tea Co. 


Average Rate 106 Annually 
for every $100.00 Lusurance 


Fire Losses Appraised Libe rally 
Upon admission every member 
must make a 
90 cents for 
insurance. This Wi 
repaid in full upon withdrawal. 


quai to 


100.00) of 





For further information 
apply to the Main Office 
227 EAST 8ith STREET 
New York City 
Telephone Regent 4-242 





‘ z ; Order from your grocer this famous 
Ask for booklet 62 Russian tea Known to millions as 
“SWEE-’ TOUCH- NEE TEA" 


UNION DIRECT ORY 


ONNAZ, SINGER EMBROIDERERS, TUCKERS, STITCHERS AND PLE ATERS 

UNION, Local 66, 1.L.G.W.U., 135 W. 33rd St., PA, 6-2154-5-6. Execut I P 
meets every Thursday night in the office Of the Union. Z. L. Freedman, 
Marry Goft, Sec’y-Treasurer 




















ORSET AND BRASSIERE WORKERS’ UNION, Loca! 32, 1L.G.W.U., 96—5tn 
Ave., New York City; ALg. 46727. Abraham Snyder, Manager. 









LOTHING WORKERS OF AMERICA, New York oe Board, 31 West 15th St., 
New York City; TOmpkins Square 6-5400. ti, Man 
agers; Abraham Miller, Sec’y-Treasurer. 


410 ( 4s nder, J. Catalanot 









NTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF PULP, SULPHITE AND PAPER MILL 
WORKERS of United States and Canada, John P. Burke, President-Secretary 


Bart Doody, Treajurer. 





OINT BOARD DXESS AND WAIST MAKERS’ UNION, 23: 40th ae New 
York City; LOngacre 5-5100. Board of Directors meets every Monday ning; 
Joint Board meets every Wednesday evening in the Council Room it 218 w 40th 


St. Julius Hochman, General Manager; Phillip Kapp, Sec’y-lreasurer. 








THE INTE ‘RN ATIONAL 
vV ADIES’ GARMENT WORKERS’ UNION, 3 West 16th Street, New York City; 
WaAtkins 9-6868. David Dubinsky, President. 





THE AMAL GAM ATED 
V th 





ADIES’ GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION, Local 10, I.L.G. Ww. ww. 60 St.3 
WIs. 7-8011. Executive Board meets every Thursd uy at th ffice of n 
Harry Shapiro, Pres.; Isadore Nagl Mar.-Sec’y; uis Stolberg, A : 
Max Goldenberg, Sec’y to Ex Boad; Moe Dia i. Cha an. | Board 














N ILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION, Loca! 24, Cloth Hat, Cap and rari Workers 





Internati nal nion. Downtown offi 640 Broadway, SP g 4518: uptowr 
office, 30 W. 3 St., WIs. 7-127 Executive Board meets ry iv, 8 p.n 
Manager, N. Spect or; Secretary-Treas “x R se: Orgar i ay Goldberg. A 








z 
Mendelowitz, M. Miman, Lucy Opper n: Che nirt nan of E xec utive Board, Morris 
Rosenblatt; beavehere of Executive Board, Saul Hodos 














ECKWEAR MAKERS’ UNION, 7 E. 15th St.; ALg. 4-7082. Joint Board mects 
once a month. Local Executive Board meets every two weeks, Mondays, 
5:30 p.m. Ed Gottesman, Secretary-Treasurer. 








NDERGARMENT AND NEGLIGEE WORKERS’ UNION, Local 62 of LL.G.W.1., 
873 Broadway, New York City; ALg. 41861. S. Shore, Manager. 














of Greece, who faces a 
ing clash — or capitulation 
with Mussolini's 

ranean ambitions. 


Rand School, ALP 
Speakers Course 
_ Te Hear Laborites 











Aves., Bronx. Speakers: Alex- 








Bryce Oliver Changes | 
Broadcast Time 


WEVD's noted pro-labor news | 
now broadcasts and interprets | 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at | 

| 


on it until his customers ask for 


Mix some earthy humor, some 


h mely sentiment, the surprise 
»spearance of Bridgeport’s May or 
spel _McLevy, the annot 






monial Fund, the tributes of men 


and women from all sectors of 


the Labor and Socia 





add heartfelt emotion, and you 
have the high spots of the Social 
Democratic Federa 
dinner attended by several hun- 
persons last Thursday eve- 





n testimonial 





znnouncement of the James 
Oneal Testimonial Fund came 
from Adolph Held, president of 
the Amalgamated Bank and head 
of the Forward Assn. Feeling the 
necessity of a publis} fund to 
rint books of service to the Labor 
and Social Democratic movement, 
several representatives of labo: 
; met before the dinner and 
ontributed $500 towards the goal 
of $5000. The fund 














Ing 











stalin, Signor 


polished 

Hitler and Tovarish Mussolini. 
Thereafter, he announced, no 
speakers would be permitetd to 
touch on the national or inter- 
national scene. The evening was 





one of festivity and tribute to the 
work of Jim Oneal. 

Of the more than score of 
speakers from trades unions, fra- 
ternal groups and the Social 
Democratic Federation who spoke 
their allotted two or three min- 


Local 3 Pickets Freed on 
Trumped-up Charges 


Fifteen members of Local 3, In- 





rnational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers who were sub- 
ed vecause ¢ complaint 

th: heir picketir ome 0 
Joseph E. McAuliffe, id of th 
Triangle Condui { Cable Con 

yal disturbed t] ne rh ors’ 
CACC were released from thos 
chat it was yunced thi 

wv xy David I. Ash, counsel 
or tl oca 


The employer in this case, who 





extreme] yea and - 
t active 1ttem d to fi 
kets by bi chi 
a ibe Q t 
, nee bhety 
\ Kdward McA] t \ 


lth business agents of 
eG and Assistant Distric 
Attorney Loscalzo, the District 
Attorney announced that ae 4 
} ly and tl] j 














CAMP 
TAMIMENT 


Tamiment, Pennsylvania 


Summer Camp for Adults 


traffic. Lovely lake on the 


SPORT WEEK 


Medals to Individuals and Teams 


Tennis Exhibition by 
SOL SCHIFF 


National Champion 
AUGUST 28th 


RATES: 


de luxe service 


7 East 15th Street 


ALgonquin 4-3441-2 


127 North 10th Street 
Walnut 9379 


Sherwood 1409 








, canoes, swimming and 
casino, horseback riding 


rf lance floor. Food 


Famous 


$6.50 per day 


} } 


BEN JOSEPHSON 
Associate Director 

















Ince- 


ment of the James Oneal TeSsti- 


movement, 








Ses ae Be 4 +] 
utes, all Kept to tn 


and lore of Socialist and 


history. 











ciation by the noted 
Charles A. Beard of 
oe vs in American 


Lee mentioned the high 


felt by Kautsky for Oneal, 
was mainly known to him 


works in labor history. 
Judge Jacob Panken’s 


cences were of the International 


Congresses, 





0 the 





York Call and Leader. 





tly told of the simpli 


warmth of Onea 








nal offices. McLevy 


the audience of Oneal’s 


to save the movement from 
present disastrous consequences. 

A dramatic event was the spon- 
taneous and rising ovation 


n Julius Gerber 


1 on to speak. 


to veteré 
was 








spoke quietly of his work togethen 
with Oneal. For himself, he 
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the hushed crowd, one of 


cerest accomplishments 
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Algernon Lee recallec 
early efforts in Indiana 
after a grueling twelve-hou 
as an iron puddler, Jim 
edit The Toiler, a small 
paper spreading the ideas of 
lism. He recalled the 


contributions by 
literature of Socialism and 
to the history of our country, and 


his journalistic efforts on t 
Jasper McLevy’s Scotch 


He ira oO 
of soap-box campaig 
activities in the state 


reminded 


t e Eugene Debs 
was always that common 





] gosophy acceptat 
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Leading Socialists, Laborites, Pay Tribute to 
James Oneal at SDF Farewell Dinner 





butes to Oneal which 
were sented in a_ beautiful 


O i} icd to the many 
zies vit a rt moving 
speech. He told the audience that 
I t mov nt |} lone 


a 





nyone 





alled his 
Indiana b : vork in the 
subsequent 

end rison fo iany of his 
a The Socialist 

said, gave him a 

[ and a stimulus to learn- 
ng. He traced tl growth of 
‘-illiterate kid’ from a 
ynstantiy iflicted with 


TB contracted in the mills to 























pe ) “Was ileged to 
serve Socialist ranks.” 
“Or loes not require compli- 
I sed 1 what 
Val 
ways “Gene” and “Jim.” 

ll bide 1 A Se Many contributions and pl edges 
Many speakers tou 1 on the : : Labs I 
cana 1 wn to the Oneal tLestimonial F und 
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Negro haope Committ 


N. Oneal is the author of “Work- 
Weinberg of the Paper Box M: ik- 


rs in American History,” “Amer- 











ers and many others spoke of — i Communism,” “The History 
Oneal’s contributions to the clari- * Loc al 10, 1.L.G.W.U.,” and tens 
fication of political thought an¢ pamphlets on Socialist topics. 
of his writines and aids to the He was an " elie’ writer on 
labor movement. the old New York Call, a feature 

Many gifts were presented to writer for the Baltimore Sun, a 





the Oneal family, and Mrs. Lena mntributor to 
Morrow Lewis told of the many 
letters and ; from comrades 
in all seet * the country 


which had pouréd in to her re- 


nany liberal 
eriodicals, a frequent 
ficial and candidate and 
the New Leader since 











Intellectuals’ Obscurantism 
Cloaks Hesitancy on War 


(Continued from Page Fear) 
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be absolute and not relative? Aj inspired by anti-war sentiments 
gentlemen opposed to all s that they refuse to analyze the 
wars includin e present war, purpose and content of a given 
hat they would not mind var. They fail to ask themselves 
‘orm the functions of lit- the following vital questions: Is 
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’ rut of Ame 1 dis- tural process of civilized societ 
! ll ta var ind or accelerate it? Is it a war for 
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i " imperialist conquest? 
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Liberals Drive to Extend Gov't 
Operation of 60 Arms Plants 
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News Ends 


By Duke Ellington 


(Although a composer of swing and a conductor of a popular orchestra, 
Mr. Harrison's guest columnist this week towers above Tin Pan Alley as 
Jan Sibelius does above the lowlands of contemporary "serious" musicians. 


Discussing him, the Encyclopedia of Recorded Music says: 


"The most 


notable efforts to invest American jazz with the imagination and craftsman- 
ship vital to aesthetic worth, have been made by the young Negro pianist, 
, dance orchestra leader and composer: Duke,Ellington.") 


EADERS of The New Leader, who are ordi- 
narily concerned with the phenomena of our 
rapidly changing society, may be surprised some- 
what to find themselves confronted this week by 
a discussion on jazz, or swing as it is currently 
known. But no facet of American culture should 
be alien to the thoughtful reader, and swing music 
is very definitely an expression of American cul- 
ture, something special!y and wholly American. 
Swing is not something, however, which sprang 
from the upper reaches of American social, intel- 
lectual or musical life. It doesn’t pretend to be 
precious, nor does it claim relationship with the 
so-called higher arts. Always it remains entirely 
unpretentious. 

As is traditional with ail popular (folk) music, 
swing expresses the sentiments of the great ma- 
jority of the American people and does not claim 
to be a medium for the delicately-tuned thoughts 
and the more subtle emotions of the intellectual 
elite. 

On the contrary, it is the pulsing medium 
whereby the everyday man and woman finds it 
possible to express the heartache, weariness, love- 
sickness, joy, and elation which, in sum, com- 
prises all life. 

To indicate the essential Americanism of 
swing, it is only necessary to consider the origin 
and development of this particular type of musi- 
cal expression. And in tracing its history it be- 
comes apparent at once that this form has greatly 
influenced the tempo of American life, has molded 
the folk-ways of the vast American mass. Swing 
is as peculiar to the American democratic masses, 
and is as individual to them, as is American 
slang. The St. Louis Blues is as native to Amer- 
ica as the expressions “O.K.” and “I'll tell the 
world.” 

Swing was first born in the work-fields of the 
South. Its distinctive rhythm was first brought 
to America by the African slaves in the early 
1800’s. Today, southern reactionaries remark 
that a “good” Negro is a servile Negro. In those 
days, it was said that a “silent slave is a think- 
ing slave.” And as thought was deadly to slavery, 
plantation owners compelled their slaves to sing 
as they worked. 
poms is a popular notion that swing or jazz 

first found its origin in the Negro spiritual. 
But this belief is entirely false. The facts are 
these: the first Negro songs in America were 
work songs, entirely lacking in religious motiva- 
tion or outlook. It was not until American Negro 
slaves were converted to Christianity by their 
owners, and the Bible became a source of con- 
solation to them, that the religious note entered 
the work-song of the Negro plantation worker. 

The strong rhythmic beat, characteristic of all 
swing, was an importation from Africa long be- 
fore the spiritual had made its appearance. Early 
records reveal that soon after the Louisiana Pur- 
chase, slaves were permitted to assemble for so- 
cial and recreational purposes in a latge square 
in New Orleans. Here the slaves danced, stomped, 
shuffled, until the square was completely de- 


nuded of grass. Every Saturday and Sunday 
night they met to perform their Congo tribal and 
sexual dances. Today, fringed with palm trees, 
the sauare forms part of the municipal grounds 
called Beauregard Square, but old Negroes still 
speak of it as Congo Square.... 

Up to the middle of the nineteenth century, the 
Congo rhythmie dance and the spiritual existed 
side by side, expressing varying moods. The 
spiritual told of the black man’s aching search 
for something beyond the back-breaking toil of 
the fields, of a life remote from the bite of the 
lash and the heartlessness of the auction-block. 
And because man, no matter what his color, can- 
not always live in misery and despair, the tempo 
of the dance expressed his moments of liberation 
of a Saturday night in contrast to the spiritual. 

At the time of the Civil War and Emancipa- 
tion both types of music expressed a mood far 
beyond their seeming content. The younger gen- 
eration of Negroes imbued their music with a 
spirit of optimism, excitement and gaiety, while 
to the older folk their newly found freedom was 
bewildering; it left them lost, entirely at sea, 
ignorant of what to do and where to go. 


HE older generation faced with an uncertain 

future, called in desperation upon their Savior, 
while the younger people expressed the dawn of 
the new day with livelier, gayer music. The cake- 
walk was one expression of this type of music. 
Along the levees of the Mississippi, in the squares 
of New Orleans, in the teeming cities of the 
South, in Memphis, Charleston, Savannah, rest- 
lessly tapped out the heat of a people made free. 

Then came the Spanish-American war and in 
its wake there appeared still another musical ele- 
ment, the blues or lament. Created spontaneously 
by men who are unknown today, they expressed 
the submerged heartbreak which is characteristic 
of nearly all folk-music. These blues were quickly 
seized upon by the white man, printed, and soon 
received wide popularity. Thus jazz was born, 
the first original American folk contribution to 
music. Born of Congo rhythm and work-field 
lament, it expresses somehow the mood and tempo 
of an entire continent. 

This is no time to go into the story of the 
great Negro musicians who helped bring jazz or 
swing into its own. Men like Buddy Bolden, Willy 
Cornish, Frank Lewis were the unlettered vir- 
tuosi who took the crude jazz of their day in the 
1890’s and gave it form and vitality. Others car- 
ried the form to greatest heights: King Oliver, 
Louis Armstrong, Bix Beiderbecke, Fletcher Hen- 
derson.... 

With the advent of each new interpreter jazz 
has gone through a new stage. It has been 
known by many names; today it is called swing. 
It has been badly imitated by Europeans, it has 
been stolen for classical symphonies, it has been 
written about by highbrows who read into it some 
esoteric meaning. For me and for the men who 
will continue to create it in the future, it will 
remain the simple musical expression for the 
masses of Americans. 





U. S. the Last Stronghold 
Of Democracy 
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From RHODA PEARSON 


Administrative Committee, UPWU 


To the Editor: 


To the Editor 


Unemployed Group Protests 
- Stamp Plan as Discriminatory 


From Major D. W. Blakeslee 
To the Editor: 

I consider the work of The 
New Leader the greatest force 
in the United States against 
dictatorship and for democracy, 
and therefore the strongest up- 
holder of civilization in the 
world, since the fall of France 
and the Scandinavian countries 
have left the United States the 
last stronghold. 

I wish I could do more to 
help in the good work. 

Pennsylvania. 





The Unemployed and Project Workers Union was built 
from locals that broke away from the Workers Alliance 
last year in an attempt to rebuild a non-partisan and demo- 
cratic union of the unemployed. These locals had been the 








basis of the old Workers Alli- 
ance. 

Alone among relief and unem- 
ployed groups, the UPWU is con- 
ducting a campaign against the 
much-heralded “stamp plan” for 
distributing surplus foods. The 
general public has been deluged 
with arguments in favor of the 
plan, coming from those who will 
get the primary benefits — the 
farmers, grocers’ interests, and 
the political elements that seeks 
that block of votes. 

The claim that the stamp plan 
will increase the food budgets of 
the unemployed by 50 per cent— 
the point most widely advertised 
by its proponents—is not true. 
The 50 cents’ worth of free blue 
stamps to be given with each 
purchase of $1 worth of orange 
stamps does not represent 50 
cents’ worth of extra food money. 
It merely replaces the food now 
given out free through Federal 
Surplus Food depots. 

The 50 cents in blue stamps 
will be extra food money only to 
the extent that more surplus 
foods are offered in the stores 
and in the depots—and only if 
the disadvantages of using the 
orange stamps instead of cash do 
not outweigh any small gains. 

Unemployed workers who use 
the stamps instead of cash will 
be exposed to the dangers of all 
voucher relief systems: Discrimi- 
nation in price and quality of 
foods; inability to shop around 
for bargains in street markets; 
and all the ill effects of public 
recognition as relief recipients. 
The fundamental purposes of the 
plan—to raise food prices and 
maintain them at a high level— 
is opposed to the interests of the 
unemployed and of all low-incom¢ 
groups. The UPWU believes that 
any small benefits that might 
come from the plan could be 


\ 


achieved just as well by distribu- 
tion through the present surplus 
food depots. 

Reports from cities where the 
plan is in effect show that at- 
tempts have already been made 
to cut relief, and gradually force 
the unemployed to turn all of 
their cash into stamps. 

A large section of the unem- 
ployed, organized and unorgan- 
ized, fear the stamp plan because 
it is a form of voucher relief, 
and may be used as an opening 
wedge in a campaign to cut relief 
standards all over the country, 
and to return to voucher relief in 
full, with all of its old abuses. 


Uses New Leader 


On Foreign News 


From WALTER R. CARTER 
To the Editor: 

Although I get The New Leader 
in the exchanges which the editor 
of the Kern County Union Labor 
Journal turns over to mg for my 
study in making up my contribu- 
tions, I would like to have an 
extra copy sometimes, so am sub- 
seribing on my own. 

It might seem like an incon- 
gruous selection to you, but the 
two publications most valuable to 
me for their foreign news and 
their general awareness of the 
myth of America’s isolation are 
The New Leader and the Chris- 


tian Science Monitor—and I am 
not a Christian Scientist either 

I have been out of the party 
for twenty years but still think 
myself as good a Socialist as I 
ever was. I am enclosing a clip- 


» of my columns to show 


ping 0 yw 
“stealing” from 


how I have been 
you for years. 
California. 











Hard Winters 
Bar Alaska as 
Refugee Colony 


From F. G. R. GORDON 
To the Editor: 

It seems to me that some one 
should say a few lines about the 
real Alaska as a_ colonization 
place for anybody and more espe- 
cially for farmers who have failed 
in the “States,” and for refugees. 

The farm colony, Matanuska, 
is not a howling success, though 
our Uncle has spent around 
$18,000 per family so far. Some- 
thing like 235 families from Wis- 
consin and Michigan and two or 
three other northwestern states 
migrated to Alaska at the ex- 
pense of the U. S. 

Thirty-five of these families 
have quit and returned to the 
States. I’m sure 80 per cent of 
those who remain would also re- 
turn home only for the hand-outs 
from Uncle Sam. 

From Portland, Oregon, to 
Matanuska it rains, or snows, or 
it’s cloudy at least five days out 
of seven. If you get away from 
the influence of the Japanese 
warm ocean stream, you will find 
a real winter for seven to eight 
months in the year. Outside of 
potatoes, I don’t think anyone will 
brag about the taste of vege- 
tables that are raised by a sun 
that shines 18 hours a day for 
six weeks or so. 

Potatoes, string beans and peas 
do fairly well, but nearly as well 
as in any of our middle or western 
states across the Canadian line. 

Refugees would never like such 
a country, and they know next to 
nothing of what do do or hew to 
Alaska. Alaska is rich 
in forests and mines, but it takes 
a heap of capital to win much 
and even then it’s a gamble. 

Massachusetts, 


) 
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‘Editorials 


THE A.L.P. AND THE ELECTIONS 
EADERS of The New Leader need not be reminded how 
crucial the coming Presidential election will be for the 
United States and for the world. The fate of democracy 
everywhere, of the whole of our Western humanitarian 
culture, may well be determined by whether Franklin D. 
Roosevelt or Wendell L. Willkie is elected next November 
to head the government and shape the policies of this 
country. 

From all indications, confirmed by the opinion of dis- 
interested political experts, the election will be.close. This 
will be particularly true of New York State, which may 
prove to be the pivotal state in the contest. 


Present indications are that as New York goes so goes 
the nation. That is why organized labor, acting through 
every bona fide instrument at its disposal, is vitally con- 
cerned with the outcome in this state. That is also why the 
Communists, operating through their agents inside and out- 
side the American Labor Party, are determined to swing 
as many votes as possible from President Roosevelt and 
thus throw the electoral vote of this state to Willkie. By 
this one maneuver, if successfal, they may give the Presi- 
dency to Willkie and the reactionary appeasemnt group 
oprating behind him. To thwart the conspiracy of the 
Communists, entrenched by virtue of the last primary elec- 
tion in some sections of the A.L.P., is, therefore, a task 
essential to the victory of Fresident Roosevelt. For it is 
through their position in the A.L.P. that the Communists 
hope to divert the 50,000 odd votes which may prove de- 
cisive in the final showdown. This number of A.L.P. votes 
or even less cast against Roosevelt might prove sufficient 
to help Willkie win the state and the election. Already the 
Communists are seeking to make deals with the Republicans 
in several districts. 

Fortunately, the Communists do not control the state 
committee and state executive committee of the A.L.P. 
These governing bodies of the party remain in the hands of 
the progressive trade union elements who form the party's 
backbone. There will be a nasty primary fight with the 
Communists on nominations of candidaets. The appearance 
of Roosevelt and Wallace electors on the state ticket of 
the A.L.P. is assured, however, provided every anti-Com- 
munist voter supporting the A.L.P. and every loyal party 
member gives the organization and its anti-Communist 
leaders his fullest, unstinted cooperation. In districts where 
the Communists may succeed in nominating Congressional 
and other candidates, they will be repudiated by the gov- 
erning organs of the party and the overwhelming majority 
of the party members. To say, therefore, that regardless of 
the party's position on such candidates there will be a united 
front in the A.L.P. with Communists in 1940, as does Louis 
Waldman, is a distortion. : 

Because of all these facts we regret Waldman’s resig- 
nation from the A.L.P. on the ground that it is infiltrated 
with Communists. So are many trade unions, but that is no 
reason why bona fide unionists should quit and leave the 
field to them. Neither from the point of view of tactics 
nor principle is the position taken by Waldman tenable. 

If, as he says, he intends to support President Roosevelt, 
there is no more strategic battleground for this purpose 
under the circumstances than the A.L.P. For to the extent 
to which the assault of the Communists on President 
Roosevelt through their position in the A.L.P. is repulsed 
do we help re-elect Roosevelt. 

Nothing would please the Communists more and serve 
their purpose better at this time than to see a mass exodus 
of anti-Communists from the A.L.P. That is precisely what 
they want, for that would assure their capture of the party 
and complete freedom of action for their cohorts. That is 
precisely the objective toward which they have been work- 
in for years. 

More than ever it is the duty of all Social Democrats, 
laborites and progressives to rally to the support of the 
A.L.P. ‘The Communists, both inside and outside the 
A.L.P., must be fought without equivocation and compro- 
mise. This is being done and will continue to be done with 
ever increasing vigor and determination. Because of their 
opposition to President Roosevelt, in line with the strategy 
prescribed from Moscow and Berlin, it will be easier to 
expose the Communists in this election and drive them from 
the party. The trade unionists in the A.L.P., backed by the 
Social Democrats and all genuine progressive elements, have 
a truly historic task to perform this November. 

Let no one who has the re-election of President Roose- 
velt at heart and seeks to build an American Labor Party 
~— will be truly American, labor and a party desert our 
ranks. 





C.1.0. COUNCIL 
THE Greater New York Industrial Union Council of the 

C.1.O. is rapidly exposing itself to all intelligent persons 
as an instrument of the Communist Party. 

Upon its recent formation we characterized it as a Com- 
munist G.H.Q. The council has not waited long to confirm 
our characterization. At the same time it has confirmed the 
wisdom of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, largest 
C.1.O. affiliate in New York City, headed by Sidney Hillman, 
C.I.O. vice-chairman, in refusing to become part of the 
council, 

Its president is Joe Curran, head of the Communist- 
dominated National Maritime Workers. Its secretary-treas- 
urer is Saul Mills, a Communist stooge and long press agent 
for Stalinist-controlled organizations. Two-thirds of the 
council's officers and executive board are Communists. It 
is wholly in the hands of men who, masquerading as trade 
unionists, are actually engaged in promoting the Moscow 
line in the labor movement. 

An illustration of this was supplied by the council this 
week, when it announced formation of its ‘Nonpartisan 
Political Activities Committee,"" modeled outwardly upon 
similar committees maintained by the-American Federation 
of Labor and its state and city affiliates, but designed as a 
mask for pushing forward the Communist program of 
political and social disorganization and disunity among the 
American people. 

Curran himself designated the members of the council's 
political committee. His own union recently rescinded the 
indorsement of President Roosevelt and recommended for- 
mation of a new political party, in line with the suggestion 
of John L. Lewis, whose opposition to the President has 
been repudiated by all bona-fide trade union organizations 
in the C.LO. 

Under the fake flag of a bogus labor unionism, Curran 
announced that with its political committee as the vehicle, 
the council would follow the path of political independence 
with respect to candidates and elections for office. 

To further confound the minds of the innocent, Curran 
announced that the new political committee would have no 
relation to the right or left wings of the American Labor 
Party, although Curran himself and all members of the 
committee are associated with the left (Communist) wing 
of the A.L.P. 

Michael J. Quill, whom Curran appointed chairman of 
the new political committee, was repudiated and defeated 
by the A.L.P. as candidate for reelection to the City Council 
because of his refusal to condemn the Stalin-Hitler pact. 

With the characteristic ethics and political dishonesty 
marking the “‘plebiscites’’ conducted by Stalin and Hitler, 
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Curran declared that the new Communist-controlled ‘‘non- 
partisan” political committee would “‘be responsive only to 
the desires and demands of New York's working people, 
taking its direction from the council of C.1.O. unions in 
this city.” 

As for the attitude to be taken by the committee on the 
Presidential race, the public was informed that the com- 
mittee would give careful consideration to the ‘views of 
John L. Lewis. 

One may ask: How can the council be ‘‘responsive only 
to the desires and demands of New York's working people,’ 
who are overwhelmingly for President Roosevelt, while 
following the Communist Party line pursued by Lewis? 
Lewis has predicted that President Roosevelt would be 
“ignominiously"’ defeated. The working people of New 
York and of the nation would regard such defeat as their 
own. Will Joe Curran and his fellow Communist stooges 
clear up this point? 

The contempt they show for the intelligence of the 
organized workers of this city is second only to their own 
stupidity in believing that they can succeed in deceiving 
many of them. 

Of course, the new political committee will work hand 
in glove with the Communist disruptionists in the A.L.P. 
The committee is merely a new instrument designed to do 
the job of the Communists among those who cannot be 
reached by the Commies through their agents in the A.L.P. 
Together the Stalinist conspirators will do the work of 
Moscow and Berlin in the coming Presidential campaign. 

The object of the task assigned to them is to help con- 
fuse and “‘soften’’ the American workers so as to make it 
easier for the totalitarians to shatter American morale and 
resistance to Hitler aggression. 


CONSCRIPTS VS. VOLUNTEERS 


N a document recently prepared by certain well-meaning 

but ill-informed friends of ours we read: ‘“‘Leading So- 
cialists have conclusively shown that a large conscript army 
has always been used by a powerful capitalistic government 
both for imperialist aggression and to crush labor at home.” 
We must remark that this has not been conclusively shown 
by leading Socialists nor by anyone else. It could not be, 
for it is not true. 

“Always” is a long time. Let us not, however, go back 
farther than to the early capitalist period. 

it was not with conscript armies that Philip II, Leuis XIII 
and XIV, Frederick II, Peter I, Catherine II, and other 
rulers of that time carried out their aggressive and imperialist 
wars. It was mainly with paid volunteers. 

Conscription was introduced by the first French republic 
as the only means of meeting the attack of its monarchic 
and aristocratic enemies. All the other countries of Conti- 
nental Europe eventually adopted it, but Great Britain 
did not. 

Great Britain was the outstanding capitalistic and im- 
perialistic nation of the eighteenth and nineteenth centu- 
ries. It was with volunteer armies that she fought her ag- 
gressive wars in Europe, North America, Asia, and Africa. . 

From the days of Charles | to those of George III the 
British government often employed armed force against the 
discontented workers, and it has happened occasionally 
since then. It was always volunteer troops that were used. 

The United States has something of a record for im- 
perialist aggression in Latin America and the Philippines. 
It was always volunteer soldiers and marines that did the 
fighting. From the 1870s till about twenty years ago, 
armed force was often used against labor in this country. 
It was always the force of federal and state volunteers, 
never of conscripts. 

It would be hard to prove that within the last ninety 
years Germany's conscript armies have been used to crush 
labor at home. It was the conscript forces who made the 
German revolution of 1918, and it was not they who made 
the Nazist counter-revolution in 1932-34. 

We might cite other facts, but space forbids. 

No good purpose can be served by falsifying the record. 
Those who will not take the trouble to study history should 
beware of calling it into evidence. 

The teaching of history is not that conscript armies are 
more dangerous to labor, to democracy, or to international 
peace than volunteer armies. History's lessons are—that 
large standing armies do involve some such dangers; that 
volunteer armies have proved at least as dangerous as 
conscript armies; that under present conditions neither 
aggressive nor defensive war can be fought by troops hastily 
raised and sent into battle without thorough training; and 
that the dangers which the existence of large armies entails 
depend upon the extent to which the people approve im- 
perialistic policies, the extent to which they fail to exercise 
steady democratic control over their governments, and the 
extent to which public opinion condones lawlessness and 
disorder in private as well as governmental affairs. 


INDIA’S FUTURE 


T is a pity, of course, that the olive branch held out to the 

Indian peoples last week was not proffered at least a 
year ago. Tardiness in making concessions as well as in 
facing dangers is a common fault, not only of the British 
government, and not only of governments, but also of po- 
litical parties and other human aggregates. We have ex- 
amples in the United States and in New York City and— 
well, let's not specify more closely. In the case of India the 
British Labor party does not share the blame. 

That Britain's war-need has made converts to the notion 
of appeasing India cannot be denied. It seems to be equally 
true that the fear of British defeat in the European war has 
had its effect on Indian opinion. The present offer would 
perhaps have been scorned in 1938 or even in 1939 by 
many Indians who will now welcome it. The extremists 
have had time to realize that, with the British power broken, 
it would soon be a question whether India was to be ruled 
by Germany, by Russia, or by Japan, or be divided among 
the three, and that any such fate would be immeasurably 
worse than even her present unsatisfactory status. 

There is room for hope that the step just now taken will 
improve relations between the two peoples, that it will 
strengthen the British defense, and that the defeat of the 
totalitarians will be followed by India’s entry into the 
Commonwealth of Nations into which the British Empire 
is being transformed. 
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